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IMPRESSMENT. 


Bolt-court, 21. August, 1833. 


I ee Sir James Grauam to read the 
following letter, I have seldom seen 
any thing better written Or more con-) 
vincing. It exhibits the practical view | 
of this interesting matter ; and, it comes| 
to a conclusion such as I have always’! 
come to when writing or speaking on. 
this subject. There may, by possibility, 
arise cases when the sovereign power 
of the state may be pushed by hard ne- 
cessity to resort to this mode of ob- 
taining seamen; but these cases can 
only be very rare; and with regard to 
all cases not so very extraordinary, every 
argument in this letter is sound, and 
wholly unanswerable. It is now, in 
time of peace, that we should discover 
and adopt the means of putting an end 
to this crying grievance. “I'v be sure, 
additional wages would amount to 
something ; but, “ limited service, bet- 
_, erusage,andan equitable distribution 
‘of prize-money,” would cost the na- 
tion net one single farthing. I did, in- 
deed, take “ a very small part” in the 
debate to which my correspondent al- 
ludes ; but that did not arise either from 
any want of understanding of the matter, 





great evil redressed. It arose from 
some of those circumstances, to set a 
true value upon the influence of which, 


: |cide with as much speed 





would deserve execration; bat, when 
extended to Tandsmen, and, , left 
to the discretion of a boy who has got 
to be maile lieutenant under age, is 
something too horrible to be contem- 
plated without inexpressible indignation. 
I have seen and heard too much of these 
unjust sufferings, not to be as anxious as 
any man alive to see them effectually 
prevented in future ; and, [have many 
times painted out the very remedies 
suggested by my correspondent at the 
close of his letter; and, in addition to 
those remedies, I have suggested a fair 
chance of promotion, and an end being 
put to that poisonous patronage which 
hasso long disgraced almost every thing 
belonging to the Government; and, 
moreover, | am satisfied, that, without 
an application of these remedies, we 


‘never shall dare to mect the Americans, 


man for man and gun for gun. I trast 
that the next session of Parliament will 
not pass over without a just settlement 
of this matter. A time of peace is the 
time for making the settlement: every 
good and sensible man in the king- 
dom wishes the thing to be done; and, 
therefore, [ trust that it will be done, 
{ would never give my consent to the 
abrogation of the powerof the sovereign 
to compel all or any part of the people 


to come to the defence of the country, * 


whether by sea or by land. Such power 
must be possessed in every state: it is 
founded in the principles of civil society. 
No nation could long preserve its inde- 
pendence without such power being 
vested in the sovereign, whether it be 
king, president, or whatever else. But, 
with regard to.the cases when the 
power shall be exercised; with regard 
to the manner in which it shall be ex- 
ercised ; and, especially, with regard to 
the means of preventing the necessity of 


such exercise; these are all subjects. 
for legislation ; these are matters with 
rd to which the lawgiver is to de-. 


; and, in our case, we ought to de- 
as the case 


'| will reasonably admit of ; and, whatever 
: ae 


PPT eon tee e 


——_- 


aaa. 2 











451 


be done, it ought to be done effectually. 
I think Mr. Buckineuam entitled to 
praise for having agitated the sub- 

t; and, if he did not do it at an ear- 
lier part of the session, the fault was 
not his. His notice of motion stood 
long and long enough upon the book ; 
but it got pushed aside from those 
causes which it is not necessary here 
to describe, but which were totally 
beyond his control. He performed 
his task with great ability, and under 
discouragement as great as man could 
well have to encounter; namely, the 
discouragement of inattention; though 
I must do the Ministers the justice to 
say, that they were not inattentive to 


the matter. 
“TO MR. WILLIAM COBBETT, 


“wep. FOR OLDHAM. 


“ Sin,—If the newspaper reports be 
¢* correct, you took a very small part in 
* the recent debate on the horrible prac- 
“tice of impressment: which I sup- 
“* pose must be attributec to your avow- 
“ed repugnance to meddle with mat- 
““ters with which you are not tho- 
*“‘roughly conversant. Be that as it 


«« may, I trust, Sir, that you will affurd 
““a constant reader of the Register, 
“* who is also an old and unrepresented 
“* gar, an opportunity of stating his 


“* and his brother-seamen’s case. The 
“opinions of ‘ learned and constitu- 
“* tional’ judges of ‘ honourable and 
“* gailant’ commanders, may serve to 
“lengthen an oration; but of what 
“‘ avail are they with regard to the 
* real question at issue, which I take to 
«* be this: Are our seamen, in the event 
“‘ of a war, again to be plundered and 
“‘enslaved as they have heretofore 
“been, or not? I say, plundered and 
** enslaved ; for I am prepared, ere | 
* finish this letter, to prove that they 
“have been both plundered and en- 
“slaved whenever this country was 
“* involved in war; and that, too, under 
“‘the pretext of inevitable necessity, 
“* the hackneyed plea for every species of 
a spoons to which mankind has at one 
a or other been subjected. To 
“hear Lord and Sir James 


“ Graham, one would imagine that, even 
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‘in war time, except in cases of great 
“ emergency, such asa threatened inva. 
“ sion, or the fact of an eneimy’s fleet 
** blockading our ports, ‘ impressment’ 
is rarely resorted to; whereas, from 
the commencement tothe close of the 
war, there was hardly a day passed, in 
which the liberty and property of sea- 
men were not violated, and brutally 
violated, too. Whence came the ne- 
cessity of having recourse to such an 
abominable practice? How is it 
that the royal naval service, which 
ought to be the boast and pride of our 
seamen, is, of all objects, the one to 
‘* which they have the greatest aversion? 
“It is not on account of the risk and 
“danger of battle, hecause they are 
‘never backward in entering on board 
‘“‘ of privateers or running ships. Oh, 
“no; oh, no! they have no objection 
“to fighting; but they have an insur- 
‘ mountable objection to unlimited ser- 
“vice; they have an insurmountable 
‘“‘ objection to cruel usage; they have 
“an insurmountable objection to the 
‘ partial, the very partial, distribution 
** of the prize-money ; and, finally, they 
* cannot, for the souls of them, con- 
‘* ceive why they should be subjected to 
‘ sacrifices to which no other class of 
“their fellow-subjects are subjected. 
‘“* Whatever may have been the neces- 
‘« sities of the state, the dealers in ma- 
“rine stores have never yet been com- 
“* pelled to supply the royal navy at 2 
“price fixed by the commissioners 
‘thereof. And yet, although the poor 
“seaman could have got from four to 
‘* seven pounds a month in the merchant 
“service, he was forcibly dragged on 
‘board of a man-of-war, and there 
‘‘ compelled to give the state the benefit 
“of his nautical skill for about one- 
“third of that remuneration. Now, 
““when the necessities of the state 
“ oblige our rulers to cut down over- 
“grown and unnecessary establish- 
“ments, our ears are assailed from all 
“quarters with, Would you violate 
“vested interests? Would you de- 
‘“ prive the pensioner of the pittance 
““upon which he has been taught to 
“caleulate, no matter as to how he 
“« contrived to merit or obtain it, whether 


ce 
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«“ meritoriously or otherwise ? But, when | to me that which 1 have nof said; that 
“the state wants seamanship, it must is to say, that this same thing, called 
« have it at ils own price, without any ‘‘ education” is the ‘ fuster-child of 
“« revard to the commonest dictates of crime.” Take me at my word, which is 
«justice! And is it never to be other, this, that this book-* education ” does 
«wise? Are our seamen the only class | not fend to prevent crime; and on this L 
« with whom the state never enters into | am ready to meet you, and all the whole 
“a contract, written or implied? Are |innumerable swarm of the advocates of 
“ they still to be foreed from home, | what they call ** education.” And as to 
“ kindred, and connexions, for an indefi- | my consenting to a TAX being laid 
‘nite period, perhaps for ever; and upon the people for the purpose of pro- 
“while so severed from their homes | moting this visionary scheme, I would 
“and their families, to be treated like rather have this right hand chopped 
“‘ slaves of the worst description ; to be from my arm. What! I consent to tax 
“ flogged for smiling at ignorance, or | the industrious, sober, and frugal man, 
“ folly, or for looking grave upon acts | who, by practising these virtues is able 
of oppression? Are we still to be|to put his own children to school; J tax 
“told, that fifteen hundred pounds a/|this man for the purpose of providing a 
‘ vear is not too much for a quill-driver ; | school for the children of the idler and 
‘and in the same breath, that fifteen | spendthrift ! 
“ pence per day (that includes the night} However, [ have not now time for a 
“ too) is quite enough for those ‘ jolly |treatise: when Ihave, 1 am ready to 
“ tars,’ about whom so much has been| maintain my opinions to their utmost 
“ said, anda great deal more has been | extent; but, in the meanwhile, I must 
“sung; on whom and on whose exer- | Say, that I did not expect from you an 
“tions we must mainly rely in the imputation of opinions such as | never 
“event of a war? I trust not. But we expressed. I say not this, in order to 
“shall see. In the mean time I do deprecate any body’s anger; for, I 
-, hope that the Government will be) despise the efforts of folly ; but I say it 





“ awakened to the justice, as well-as to| because it is the truth ; and because, in 
“ the necessity, of adopting such regu- justice to me, you ought to promulgate 
“lations for the government of the that truth. I have well weighed this 
‘e royal navy, as will render that service | subject in my mind ; and I am atall times, 

acceptable to our seamen, and thereby ready to maintain my opinions against 


‘¢ 


avert that catastrophe which must in- whomsoever it may be, and whence- 
“ evitably result from a perseverance in | soever the contrary opinions may come. 
“ the old system. LIMITED SER-|I think it an act of great weakness, on 
“ VICE, BETTER USAGE, AN IN-|thepart of the Ministers, to have suf- 
CREASE OF PAY, and a JUS‘'| fered themselves to be ‘“ feelosofied ved 
. AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBU-|into the taxing of the people, on this 
x TION OF PRIZE-MONEY, are alj| account to the amount of twenty thou- 
be that is wanting ; but so long as they sand pounds; and, never will I suffer any 
_, ate Wanting, so long will impressment | Vote of the kind to pass without my 
be necessary in time of war. strenuous opposition. I am, Sir, 
“G, W. Burter. Your most obedient, 


Aug. 20, 1833.” and most humble servant, 
Wa. COBBETT. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TRUE SUN 


Bolt-court, 21. August, 1833. 
© way of commentary on what I have} I near that Popay is discharged from 
said about “ education,” as it is called ;|the police; but the thing will not 
pray, be so good as not to impute|end here. A great deal more must be 
{2 
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done, before the public can’ be satis- 
fied. I am, to-morrow (Thursday), to 
make a motion upon the subject in the 
House of Commons. The House sel- 
dom consists now of more than sixty, 
seventy, or eighty members present ; 
and, therefore, to make a ‘Statement 
such as ought to be made upon the 
subject, would probably be attended 
as far as the House is concerned, with 
very little effect ; and, if the Govern- 
ment be disposed to do what is right, 
as I wish they may be, there will be no 
necessity for any statement at all. Yet, 
something must be done, or said, at the 
least, short as the remainder of the ses- 
sion is, and thin as the House is, in 
order to satisfy the just expectations of 
the people. 1 shall say no more upon 
this subject, at present, except that | 


most decidedly disapprove of the vote of 


60,000/. to be raised upon the country 
at large, on account of this police ; and 
that [ heartily concur in the sentiments 
of the writer of the following article, 
which I take from the Edinburgh 
Weekly Chronicle. 

N.B. In my last Register, I express- 
ed my intention to publish, in the form 
of a pamphlet (price sixpence), the 
summary of the evidence which I pub- 
lished in that Register ; but,-I shall not 
do this, having given it to Mr. Curave 
to publish it at the price of three- 
pence, by which means it will easily find 
its way into the hands of the working 
people. The article from the Edinburgh 
paper, is as follows. Its opinions are 
perfectly just : and on those opinions, a 
petition ought to come, when the Par- 
liament meets again, from every town 
and village in the kingdom. 

“We observe that petitions are be- 
* ginning to be presented to Parliament 
“against the metropolitan police. The 
* atrocity of their conduct in the Cold- 
“-bathefields affair will long be remem. 
“ bered ; for it was from no want of in- 
* clination on their part that the result 
** was not as bloody as the Manchester 
“massacre. They did all the injury they 
“could with the weapons with which 
“they were furnished, and had these 
“weapons been of a more deadly de- 
the consequences might 
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“ have been awful. It now appears from 
‘“* the report of the Select Compiittee of 
“* Parliament in Popay'’s case, that the 
‘“* Ministry -have been in use to em. 
“ploy the police as spies to attend 
“public meetings; atid Ministers 
‘‘ have even attempted to defend this 
‘employment of them. The force is 
‘* of an unconstitutional nature, and the 
‘“ sooner it is placed on a different foot- 
“ing the better. It is in reality an army 
‘‘ kept on foot by Government, without 
“the sanction of Parliament, though a 
‘“* great part of the expense of its main- 
“ tenance is paid from the general re- 
“ venue of the country. Lord Althorp’s 
defence of this application of 60,000!. 
“per annum was very unsatisfactory. 
“ He said it wasof great i wportance that 
‘* tranquillity should be preserved in the 
“metropolis; itis of great consequence 
“ that tranquillity should be preserved 
“ every where throughout thekingdom ; 
“but the civil force for that purpose is 
“ left to be paid for by the inhabitants 
“of the place or district where it isem- 
“ployed. The inhabitants of London 
are quite willing to pay the expense of 
* such acivil force as is found sufficient 
‘for the preservation of the peace in the 
“other cities of the empire; but they 
naturally object to the enormous ¢% 
“pense of a half-military body, under 
“the immediate direction of Govern- 
‘ment, and more especially when the 
‘‘men are employed as spies to attend 
their meetings, and break their heads 
with bludgeons. ence, one fourth of 
the expense is laid upon those who 
haveto bear without any assistance, 
the whole burden of maintaining 
“ peace officers in their own districts. 


sé 


— a, 





To 


SIR H. VERNEY, MP. 


FOR THE TOWN OF BUCAINGUAM.- 


Sin,—Generally speaking, it would 
be extremely inconvenient, to say the 
least of it, for members cf Parliament 
to carry on what is called a.“ paper 
war,” relative to matters which they 
ought to discuss in the House. But, 
you have repeatedly made charg¢ 
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against me for things which did not at 
all belong to discussions In the House ; 
and things belonging entirely to me in 
my capacity of the writer and publisher 
of a public journal, This has been done 
by others also; and, | must confess, 
that 1 donot see the propriety, the par- 
liamentary right of calling members 
to account, of making charges against 
them, for what they may have done in 
their capacity as the writers of journals 
or of books. What would be thought of 
me, if | were to bring a charge against 
Lord AtruorP on account of any agri- 
cultural regulation of his, which I might 
deem mischievous to the country in the 
way of example, such regulation not 
being brought before the House for the 
purpose of founding any motion or mea- 
sure thereon? In short, such meddling 
with men’s private concerns, must, if it 
become frequent, totally destroy every- 
thing like order and harmony in the 
House; and if you have, in this respect, 
only imitated others, your. conduct is 
not thereby, by any means, rendered the 
more laudable. 

For disputes of this sort the press is 
the proper channel ; and, that I may not 
enjoy, in this respect, any advantage 
over you, here are my columns open to 
you, not only as a channel through 
which to convey your answer to this 
letter, but also through which to con- 
vey anything which you may choose to 
write, relative to any part of my con- 
duct, public or private, from the time 
that 1 was born to the present hour. I 
have heard, twice, at the least, in the 
House, insinuations, which I thought it 
beneath me to call upon the utterers to 
mould into the shape of assertions. No- 
thing is more unmanly than such insi- 
nuations, especially when those who 
utter them know to a moral certainty 
that they are false. It is very seldom 
that malignity has triumphed over me ; 
very seldom that it has esca without 
condign punishment; and the longer de- 
ferred, the severer has been the punish- 
ment. Such, it is very likely, I think, 
may be the case here also; and, in the 
meanwhile, those who have been guilty 


| Of this conduct may take their reward 


in being informed, that their conduct, 
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in this respect, has been imputed toim- 
potent spite ; and has, therefore, excited 
nothing but contempt in the public. 

Far be it frum me, sir, to impute this 
species of motive to you. I impute no 
bad motive to you; but, in my own de- 
fence, | must say, that [ impute to you 
very gross error in accusing me of a de- 
sire to set the poor against the rich, and, 
specifically, of having pointed out to the 
incendiary where toapply the torch. It 
is truly curious, that, the passage from 
my writings which you read in proof of 
the former, forms part of an article, for 
which the present Ministers prosecuted 
me, and in which prosecution they were 
defeated and I was triumphant; and, 
it is, if possible, still more curious, that 
the passage which you read from those 
writings, in proof of the latter, forms 
part of an article, which I read and put 
in as evidence at the trial, in order to 
show that my intention was mnocent, 
in publishing the article for which f 
was tried ! 

Now, sir, this is quite enough to 
prove to you, that you have been in 
error about this matter. The truth is, 
as I told you on the first occasion, you 
think evil of my.actions, at least of my 
writings, not because you have read 
those writings, but because you have 
not read them ; not because you your- 
self, upon examination and reflection, 
think them mischievous, but because 
you have been told so by newspapers, 
and by gabblers of politics, not seeming 
to reflect, that about an eighth part of 
the people live in idleness, and unjustly 
so live on the labour of the other seven 
parts; that it is this eighth part only 
that you hear; and that nature is no 
longer nature, if they do not hate me 
more than ever rat hated cat. 

Sir, I deny that I ever either attempted 
or desired to set the poor against the 
rich; I deny, that I ever inculcated the 
notion, that the rich were naturally the 
enemies of the ; I deny, that lever 
endeavoured to teach the ridiculous doc- 
trine of equality either in rank or estate; 
I deny that any teachings of mine ever 
were intended, or had a tendency, to 
make poor men believe, that thei 
ought to be no ranks or gradatiops 
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society ; I deny, that I ever inculcated 
the notion, that there was to be found 
in the whole world a better form of go- 
vernment than that of King, Lords, and 
Commons : all these things I deny, and 


‘I defy any man living to prove that the 


denial is not true. 

If, indeed, to insist that it is not just 
to make the widow and children and 
other relations of a tradesman pay le- 
gacy, probate, and administration duty 
on effects descending to them on the 
death of a father, or a husband, whi'e 
the effects (being real estate) which 
descend to the family of a land-owner 
are wholly exempt from those duties ; 
if to contend that it is unjust to make 
the poorer part of the people pay, in 
fact, 200 per cent. on their drink, while 
the richer part pay, not thirty per cent. 
on their drink ; if to contend that it is 
most monstrously wicked to maintain 
the relations of noblemen and gentle. 
men by pensions and sinecures for 
which they have done nothing, and to 
tax the working people for the means 
of doing this, while those working peo- 
ple are compelled (if at all able) to 
maintain, not only their own children, 
but their grand-childven, great-grand- 
children, and their grand-fathers and 
grani-mothers, in case any of these 
should stand in need of any relief: if 
thus to contend, be to set the poor 

ainst the rich, not only have I done 
this, but do it I shall to the last hour of 
my life, unless these monstrous wrongs 
be sooner redressed. 

And, sir, who is the real friend of 
order, of law, of peace, and of the in- 
violability of property? Is it he, who, 
taking reason and justice for his guide, 
thus openly contends, thus calls upon 
the Government to redress the wrongs 
while yet there is time; or, is it he, 
who, from whatever motive, vainly 
attempts to hide the huge-and hideous 
deformity, and thereby docs his best to 
prevent all redress, until it be too late 
to assuage the boiling and just resent- 
ment of the people ? 

Leaving you, sir, to answer these 
questions, if you choose; or to make 

new against me that you 
‘think proper; offering you these 





pages as_a channel for anything that 
vou may please to write upon the sub. 
ject, well knowing that you will use no 
language unbecoming your rank and 
station ; assuring you thatthat which has 
passed will leave no impression on my 
mind, other than thet of a hope that 
you may more justly appreciate my 
motives for the future; and, in the 
language of the prayers which we daily 
repeat, trusting that we shall “ lay aside 
all prejudices and partial affections,” 
and that we shall steadily pursue the 
path pointed out by what we deem to 
be the good of that country, which it 
is our duty to serve to the utmost of 
our power; with these sentiments | 
conclude, very sincerely subscribing 
myself, 
Your most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 


Wa, COBBETT. 





BEER BILL. 


Tuts bill contained a provision com- 
pelling the venders of beer to find six 
vouchers for character in the parish, 
and raised the license from two pounds 
to five. It is laid aside until the next 
session ; that is to say, until the day 
after the day of judgment; for never 
will there be a House of Commons at 
once so unjust and so stupid as to pass 
such a bill. It was contrary to the 
recommendation of the committee, 12 
the first place, and it was founded 00 
evidence the most monstrously fa‘se 
that ever was given in this world. 
you believe this evidence, you must 
believe that the beer-houses have pro 
duced poaching, larceny, burglary, # 
son, fornication, adultery, bastardy and 
premature marriages! In this manner 
ly and loyal age, one might have ¢* 
pected bastardy not to be regarded 3 
so very heinous an offence. In % 
tiquity, SarpanaPatus had no bastards, 
I believe, but he lined his carpets with 
tissue of gold, and shut himself up with 
a set of devils, some male and female, 
that were, at last, all knocked on thehead 
with himself. So that a man may b¢ 
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a despicable tyrant and oppressor, with- 
out having any bastards, But what 
perverse things these beer-houses must 
be to produce, at one and the same 
ime, bustards and premature marriages ; 
the Mairsvsian ‘moral restraint,” 
and a hasty desire to enjoy conjugal 
felicity! In short, never was there such 

heap of lies collected together in one 
book, except the book of the poor-law 
commissioners, who, to a certainty, 
surpass all the rest of mankind in this 
respect; but whose schemes will be 
blown into very thin air before this day 
welve-months. Very well that this 
bill was stopped: nothing in this 
orld so certain to have prodaced 
another batch of riots. From _ this 
e have escaped by the prudence of 
the Minister; and, I trust, that we 
shall not be exposed to it again. The 
epeal of the malt-tax is the only way 
o put an end toall the disputes about 
this matter; and that repeal we may, | 
rust, confidently expect early in the 
next session of Parliament. I cannot 


help inserting here a copy of a petition 
pf nearly eight hundred farmers of the 


ounty of Somerset, preseated the other 
lay by Mr. Tywre, one of the members 
rthat great and fine county. It is 
snice a petition as I have ever seen : 
d this is, indeed, the great grievance 
pfthe country. The house and window 
axes Ought to be repealed; but it is a 
here nothing compared with the malt 
ix. The malt tax costs the people 
‘irleen millions a year, while the 
4reasury receives only about four mil- 
ons and a half, Maltsters deny this ; 
utthe maltsters do not calculate as | 
alculate: they imagine that.all the 
‘trictions will remain after the tax is 
en off. Of about seventeen hundred 
fsons put in jail, during the last 
tar, for smuggling, a very part 
‘re put there through the malt tax. It 

> & Savage tax; an insulting tax; and, 
ntil it be repealed, no man ought to be 
ae Bate one who lives apr the 
; is the great blessing of the 
~untry: it is of more than 
fens or, than any other one article 
ary consumption. The tax is the 
the country; and there never | 
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can be either peace or lifppiness as long 
as it shall remain. "While this tax 
lasts, working men have no home; no 
fireside; no family; they are driven 
to prow] about for drink like cattle ina’ 
dry summer. In short, this tax must 
be repealed, or we must prepare our- 
selves for everlasting strife, and ever 
lasting confusion. ‘Tax the wine, tax 
the spirits, tax the sugar, tax the tea, 
tax anything but the malt. It is, in 
fact, not a tax; but a most infamous 
monopoly. The petition is as follow-, 
to the prayer of which I say Amen. 


‘‘To the honourable the Commons of 
“ Great Britain and Ireland in Parlia- 
“ ment assembled. 
“The humble Petition of the un- 
“dersigned inhabitants of the 
* county of Somerset, 


‘¢ Showeth,—That vour petitioners 
“ have heen taught to entertain a hope 
“ that your honourable House would, 
‘Cere this, have afforded them some 
“relief from their great burdens. 
“That having been hitherto disap- 
“ pointed in that hope, they think it 
“ their duty to remind your honourable 
‘* House, that, in their opinion the time’ 
‘‘ is come, when something of swbsfan- 
“* tial benefit should be done for the’ 
“ neople ; and the sincerity of profes- 
sions be tried by the test of practice. 

“ They further state, that, at a time’ 
“ of unexampled depression of the ac- 
“‘ tive and laborious classes of the com- 
“ munity, there is no tax, which, in 
“their opinion, operates more inju- 
‘‘ riously on industrious men, and more 
“ seriously curtails their comforts, than 
“the Maur Tax, since, by doubling 
“ the price of malt, it deprives many 
“ families of the power of brewing, and 
“ very grievously. raises its cost to all; 
“ while, by limiting the demand for 
** barley, it causes a t in 
‘the trade in that grain, diminishing, 
‘‘and, in many instances destroying, 
“ the farmer's profits, and operating no 
“ less perniciously on the comforts-and 
“ social condition of the trading and ma- 
"Wt Your petitioners. therefore, implore. 
“your honourable House to take these 


, 
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“ things into yeux immediate considera. 

“ tion with a view to afford some of the 

* often-promised relief to the country 

“‘ hy the speedy repeal of the malt tax. 

** And your petitioners will ever pray. 
“ 782 signatures.” 





BANK CHARTER. 


Tuis measure has passed, with all 
the opposition that I was able to give 
to it, to the very last vote. When 
it has passed the royal assent, there 
will be a law to declare, that my pro- 
phecy of 1819 was true. And now I 
will proceed by letter. 


TO MR. GEORGE WOODWARD, BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK. 


Bolt-court, 22. dugust, 1833. 

Dear Sia,—The prophecy is now, by 
law, declared to be fulfilled. You re- 
member, that, in 1519,in the fall of the 
year, I went from my house to have a 
gossiping frolic with you, at that spot 
which 1 baptized by the name of 
“‘Grassnorrer Lopce;” the grass- 
hoppers being so abundant, at that 
time, as actually to eat up all the grass, 
and all the weeds into the bargain: you 
remember, that I took with me Pext’s 
Birt, and the report of the committee 
of which Peex had been the chairman : 
you remember, that, stripped in our 
shirts, and without stockings and shoes, 
and those shirts unbuttoned at the col- 
lar, how we sat and sweated and laugh- 
ed, while your brother Caarves read 
the report and the minutes of evidence 
of that committee ; and, you remember, 
that we unanimously agrecd, that, if 
that bill ever went into full effect, we 
would consent to be taken from the 
gentle stew in which we then were, 
and laid upon one of Castiereacn’s 
gridiruns, while Sipmoura should stir 
the coals, and Canine stand by and 
make a jest of our groans: this bargain, 
which I moulded into a prophecy, and put 
itinto print thenext week, is now, bylaw, 
declared ane fulfilled. Peel's Bill was 
stopped from going into effect in 1829. 
Its two great objects ass put an 
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énd to one-pound notes, and to put an 
end to all Jegal-tender : the bill of 1929 
prolonged the existence of the one. 
pound notes all over the kingdom: 
they have, since that, been abolished in 
England ; but have always been kept up 
in Ireland and Scotland; and now we 
have a law to make bank-notes a lezal. 
tender in reality: we are again about to 
be launched in the uncertain sea of 
paper-money ; and it is impossible for 
any human being to foresee the ultimate 
consequences. 

But, notwithstanding the mischiefs 
of Peel’s Bill, it has, unintended by its 
authors, produced great good, given u; 
a glimpse through the gloom, and in- 
spired-us with hope that better days 
are in store. You remember that, as 
soon as I got Prsv’s Bivt, and a 
‘* Grasshopper Lodge,” upon this very 
occasion, I said, * I will now go back 
“to England: the fools have smitten 
‘* themselves to the heart ; the borough 
“ tyranny must now. go to pieces. 
You remember the supplications of my 
neighbours not to come back, saying 
that I should certainly be destroyed if! 
did. You remember my answer: “ No; 
“I know the disposition of the mon- 
“sters; but the tiger has been fool 
“‘ enough to cut off his own claws, and 
“ file down his teeth. No longer alife 
“ of joy and of revelry for him : he wil 
“now reel along amongst troubles, 
‘* snapped at by every dog, and pecked 
at by every bird of the air ; or, by 
“ effort to return to his former state, be 
“ will plunge into death at once.” Thus 
it has been. The systein reels along; 
every day of its existence it becom 
feebler and feebler. , 

It was Peex’s Bitr, and that bil 
alone, which produced the reform 
the Parliament. The demand for 
form, on the part of the people, w2S en 
thousand times more strong in 15! 
than it was in 1830, But, at the forme’ 
period, paper-money was keeping "? 
prices; and then, dungeons and 
were at our service instead of a Refor™ 
Bill. The reform was produced im™* 
diately by the fires ; the fires were P™ 


duced by the misery of the agricul 


labourers ; that misery was prod 








not by the injustice of the gentlemen, 
the farmers, and the parsons of the 
country, but by their inability to pro- 
vide well for the labourers; that. in- 
ability was produced by their being 
compelled to give the fundholders, and 
other tax-eaters, two bushels of wheat 
instead of one; and their being com- 
pelled to give two bushels of wheat 
instead of one was produced by PEEL'S 
BILL: therefore, it was Peec’s Biie 
which produced the reform, and which 
| brought me from * Grasshopper Lodge,” 
in Long Island, and gave me a seat in 
the House of Commons, on the same 
bench with the renowned author of that 
bill, and that has enabled me, rising 
from that bench, to stand up in that 

House, and cluim the merit of the pro- 

phecy. 

So that, after all, this Peex’s Bitte is 
not a thing for us * to sneeze at.” ‘To 
be sure, these consequences were not 
intended by its authors, who were mere 
blind instruments in the hand of a 
gracious Providence ; but still we are 
not to be angry with them; and have 
only to take care not to confide in their 
judgment for the future. You will ob- 
serve that certain predictions have now 
been made by Lord Atrnorp and Mr. 
Pouterr Tnomson ; namely, 

1. That this legal-tender measure will 
not produce depreciation. 

2. That it will not produce a general 
rise of prices. 

3. That they can regulate the quantity 
of paper, 30 as to prevent depreci- 
ation, by attending to the state of 

___ the foreign exchanges. 

These are statements to be remem- 
bered, observe. With regard to the 
latter of the three, I deny it: I know 
that they cannot prevent depreciation 
4 attending to the foreign exchanges 

Yith regard to the two former asser- 
ions, which, in fact, are one and the 
same, I do not pretend to know what 
Will be the result; but, my argument is 
this ; that the measure will afford no 
relief; or, it will produce depxeciation. 
a either great disappointment te 
. nation must come ; or, there must 

a general virtual violation of con- 
Wacts, and an indirect reduction of 
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the interest of the debt. On the 
third reading of the bill, I moved for 
its being read that day six months, On 
a division there were 25 who voted with 
me, and 97 who voted with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, every man of 
which 97, the Chancellor and Mr. 
Pouterr Tomson excepted, did, I 
firmly believe, expect from the measure 
great depreciation of money, and a 
consequent great rise of prices: so that, 
here the world has had to witness, in 
this assembly, whose proceedings really 
affect all the world; here the world 
has had to witness this strange specta- 
cle ; 97 members voting with the noble 
Lord, because they believed him to be 
in error as to the effect of his measure ; 
and the same 97 members voting 
against my amendment, because they 
believed my opinions to be correct. 
However, here we are, just launching 
forth into’the sea again, and, in all like- 
iihood, destined to encounter fresh 
storms and ‘buffetings ; fresh ups and 
downs ; more laws about the currency; 
and, having nothing in this world to 
rely upon for safety, but the unsub- 
duable industry and the inextinguish- 
able integrity and mutual confidence of 
the peagll: No man can tell what is 
to be the end of this paper-money : it 
is possible that it may let the thing 
down by degrees, without producing 
convulsion ; but (and you know it well), 
it is possible that it may go to pieces 
at last, amidst the conflict of claims 
and the wreck of all the laws of pro- 
perty. Before I dismiss this matter, I 
must mention to you the curious cir- 
cumstance of the Messrs. Arrwoop 
and all the partizans of paper-money, 
voting with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer who had so severely condemned 
their paper-money projects. So that 
they will be disappointed, at any rate, 
if the noble Lord’s views should turn out 
to be correct. Indeed, and I assure you 
of the fact, that I have not spoken to 
one single gentleman who voted with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer,who has 
not declared in the most u 
manner, that he would not have voted 
for it, if he had not expected it to pro- 
duce a rise of prices, Thus, then, stands 
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this matter; and you will have your 
eye upon the workings of the measure. 

I thank you for the book of Mr. 
Govae, who, I say, ought to be called 
Govucer. I have published it with an 
introduction of my own, and with a 
dedication to the Speaker of the House 
of Commons, price four shillings. Mr. 
Govee's philosophy, and also his logic, 
and his grammar, are very bad: he 
seems to be a poor soul of an author; 
or, to use the negro-term, a “ souly ;” 
that is to say, a poor pitiful soul. But, 
he has grubbed about, whether by 
thumb-nails or finger-nails, and raked 
together a great mass of very valuable 
Sacts. Though these facts are presented 
to us pell-mell, as if shaken out of a 
bag, they are before us ; they show us, 
that even the absence of taxation can- 
not prevent poverty and crime from 
sweeping over a country, which suffers 
itself to be afflicted with that dreadful 
curse, called paprr-money. ‘Therefore, 
I have entitled the book, “‘ Tae Curses 
oF Paper-monsy anp Banxine.” Mr. 
Gove calls it, ‘* A short History of 
“ Banking in the United States of Ame- 


“ rica, with an account of its ruinous 


“ Effects on Landowners, Farmers, 
“ Traders, and on ail the Industrious 
* Classes of the Community.” 1 have 
sent a copy of the book to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; and the book 
ought to be read, not only by every 
Member of both Houses of Parliament, 
but by every landowner, every merchant, 
and every manufacturer in Kagland ; 
for, in this book we see, that ruin and 
beggary can be produced throughout a 
country, without taxes to any considera- 
_ble amount ; and that, tos, without any 
design on the part of the paper-money- 
makers themselves: here we see the 
happiness and morals of a country 
absolutely destroyed ; we see crime 
come and overspread a country, where 
innocence aud security formerly reigned 
with uubroken sway. Now, here is a 
lesson which every English gentleman 
should read, and well ponder upon : 
the lords and great landowners, above 
all men, ought to look well to this. 
The industrious part of the nation 


auffer; but their sufferings have their 


To Ma. Georce Woopwarp. 





limits. To the great landowners 
destruction complete may come from 
this source of inexhaustible mischief 
If payer-money have ruined the land. 
owners and farmers in America, what 
may it notdg here! Some think, that 
the debt may be got rid of in reality, 
by depreciation of money. Ah! let 
the great landowners take care how 
they entertain that hope! That is a very 
delusive hope : if the debt be expunged 
in that way, I would not give much for 
their estates. 

Now for another matter. . To my 
utter astonish meut our Government has 
sent out persons to inguire into the effects 
of the excellent prison discipline in the 
United States. Not one single creature 
will they come nigh, except by mereae- 
cident, who will not stuff them with 
lies ; and we here shall have to pay for 
a budget of trans-atlantic commodities, 
surpassing the wonders of Baroy Mov- 
cHausen himself. Now, you, who 
know all about this humbug, and who do 
not wish us to be humbugged, will beso 
kind as to send me, if you can, the fol 
lowing things, or some books or printed 
papers, out of which I can obtain the 
information. ads 
1. An aceount of the number of crim 

nals, committed for trial in the 
state of New York forty years ag9; 
or, for as long back as you cau. 

2. The number of criminals committed 
during the last year; or, in the last 
year that you can get an account of. 

3. Similar accounts for the city of New 
York. 

4. Similar accounts for the state Peat 
sylvania, and for the city of Pais 
DELPHIA. Bans 

If you apply to some friends in Phils- 
delphia, they will readily assist yo 
Any books, or any papers relating " 
the matter, will be of great use, 4° 
shall want them before the Parliamest 
meets again ; so pray get them sea! 
me as soon as you possibly can. Send = 
also am account, or accounts, the = 
you: cag possibly get at, about the a 
gress of schools, and of “* edacatio". 
can remember when sucha personage * 
what is called “a girl of the tows, ¥* 
unheard of either in PainapsLrals © 
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New Yore ; and, Mr. Owew tells us 
that there are now 20,000 of these per- 
sonages in the city of New York alone, 
which, if true, certainly does not speak 
very highly in favour of the moral ef- 
fects of “ education” as it is called. 
Now, pray, do not neglect to send me 
these things. Speak to Mr. Doyte to 
recommend to you what books and pa- 
pers to send. He, who re-publishes all 
my books, I see, will, | dare say, easily 
make the collection for*you. Let me 
know, also, the progress of the paper- 
money; and send me any papers or 
books relating toit; for, this is the real 
devil; this is the tyrant; this is the 
seducer; this is the destroyer of. the 


@ peace, happiness, and morals of man- 


kind. 

In answer to your letter, begging me 
to finish the “ History of the Regency 
and Reign of George the Fourth,” | 
have to say, first, that no man can split 
himself in two; next, that this wiil be 
done, in less three months from this day, 
ifl be alive and well. I had a great 
deal more which i intended to say to 
you, but I must reserve it until nex 
week, orthe week after. In the mean- 
while present my kindest respects to all 
friends whom you know in Long Island 
and at New York, particularly Mr. Joun 
Preowert and his family, and Mr. 
Georce Crank. Tell Tarpwect that 
I have a better crop of corn this year, 
than eyer stood upon his beautiful farm ; 
though it is not sv lofty and so maguifi- 
cent to the view. Teil him, that i will 
fend him come peas before planting 
ume, such as no Yankee ever yet tasted, 
and will tell him how to hage green 
peas all the summer, even in the 
inonths of July and August; not nasty 
little things with a stinging bug in 
every one of them; but fine large 
peas, which he may plant about the 
beginning of May, and which will 
remain fresh as a locust-tree till the 
peas are ripe and fit to thrash. Planted 
in the last week of May, he will have 
them in perfection all through July ; 
and planted in the last week in June, 
he will have them through August and 


September ; and, if he pive any of 
; and, y of the 
seed to anybody but an Englishman, or 


o 
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to some of my well-known friends in 
Long Island, I shall not forgive him. 
This is a pea for a hot-country, in which 
the little early pea can serve only for 
about a week, or a fortnight; and, 
therefore, it is a real discovery for 
America, which is not at all calculated 
for the common pea. If you have got 
a garden, as I hope you have, you will, 
of course, take toll for your trouble. 
Remember me kindly to your father, 
and all the family ; and believe me al- 
wavs to remain 
Your faithful friend, 
and most obedient Servant, 


Wau. COBBETT. 





LOCAL COURTS, &c. 

LETTER If, 

Sin ,—At the latter end of my former 
letter, I impliedly assumed that the ne- 
cessity for additional cours was granted. 
I was, perhaps, rather hasty in this, in- 
asmuch as in the late article in which 
you scattered to the winds the Lord 
Hizh Chancellor’s rejected ‘ Local 
Courts Bill,” you adverted to the cases of 
servants and workmen, and observed, 
in substance, that these persons are al- 
ready provided with cheap and effectual 
means of recovering their wages before 
justices of the peace, and that they 
therefore can stand in no need of local 
courts. I go along with you to a great 
extent in this, but I do not infer from 
your observation, that you have formed 
a matured or deliberate opinion against 
the necessity altogether of establishing 
additional courts forthe cheaper and 
more speedy administration of justice, 
and for bringing it within the conve- 
nient reach of all persons, at least in 
matters of smaller concern, whether 
arising out of contracts, or for wrongs 
wholly independent of contract. Ser- 
vants and workmen, doubtless, may 
often be in need of a more expeditious 
remedy for the recovery of their wages 
than it would be practicable, or, at any - 
rate, than I shall think it p e, 
and propose to furnish by means of the | 
new courts. I would therefore leave to _ 
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justices of the peace their present juris- 
diction in cases between masters and 
their servants and workmen. Nor, by- 
the-by, do I propose to interfere with 
the jurisdiction of any courtsalready esta- 
blished, any further than in affording to 
suitors an opportunity, if they please, of 
resorting to the new courts in prefer- 
ence. Butas I am not fully persuaded 
of the considerateness or evenhanded- 
ness on all occasions of the law and 
justice of justices of the peace (having 
heretofore known instances of determina- 
tions by individual justices, which ar- 
gued little of either considerate judy- 
ment or fair dealing), I would at least 
have it that the new courts should be 
open to the claims of servants and 
workmen, as well as of all others ; and 
this, not only in the first instance, but 
also by way of appeal from the decisions 
of the justices, when they should have 
been applied to in the first instance, and 
have decided against the claim of the 
applicant. But asto the general ques- 
tion of the necessity for additional courts, 
it is needless to poiat out in what num- 
berless ways small debts, as well as 
large ones, may be contracted between 
persons who do not stand in the relation 
of master and servant. The middling 
and poorer classes are, too, more ex- 
posed than the higher and more wealthy, 
to numerous, and,to them,seriouswrongs, 
which have no connexion with debts or 
matters of contract. And, however true 
it may be, that, in most of or in all the 
plans of reform hitherto projected, there 
may be room to fear that what has been 
proposed may not, after all, have, pro- 
perly speaking, been “ justice,” yet we 
must not be deterred by such failures 
from endeavouring in our turn some- 
thing better. And so long as there is 
room to hope that one may possibly 
succeed in suggesting something which 
shall be likely by common consent to 
be thought a material improvement, 
whether in kind and quality, or cheap. 
ness or dispatch, on what has hitherto 
been vouchsafed to us, [ am qaite sure, 
from your constant and zealous labours 
in advocating the rights of all, and more 
Ny the industrious among the 

and poorer classes, that you 
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would be the very last man to Set your 
face altogether against any such endea- 
vours. The old answer to the obser. 
vation of the courts of law being open 
to all, that, “So, too, is the London 
Tavern,” is still as just and pat to the 
purpose as it was at first; and the pa- 
rallel, howbeit it turns on a homely 
and ‘‘ vulgar” subject, may be usefully 
carried a short way farther. To say, 
then, that the people should be 
content with having only the present 


small quantity of high-priced law, which 


is administered in the three superior 
courts, were to say that there shall be 
no eating-houses or cook-shops, no 
mackerels at four a shilling for the poor, 
no herrings, no boiled beef, ready in the 
neighbourhood, for the witnesses in at- 
tendance at the Old Bailey. Alehouses 
shall be done away with as fast as can 
be, having regard to “* vested interests.” 
No eatables or drinkables shall be sold 
in any public-house, except taverns and 
hotels, having a dining-room 200 feet 
long by 150 broad, and forty feet high, 
to be ornamented with cut-glass chan- 
deliers of 2,000/. a piece, and not to be 
less than fifteen in number. Each chan- 
delier to consume per annum from 
8,000/. down to 5,000/. worth of oil- 
gas, or wax candles. No tallow caniles 
to be permitted. No ale, beer, or por 
ter, shall be sold in these taverns, or 
elsewhere, except at wine prices. No 
gin to be on any account anywhere 
sold except in apothecaries’ shops, and 
‘not to be drunk upon the premises. 
But it shall be free to all persons to take 
as much of French, German, or Hunga- 
rian winessof the first qualities, as they 
please, only paying for the same. 
the taverns be full, the parties coming 
too late to depart for that day, and 
come again to-morrow in better time. 
Laws are made to subserve otily to the 
watchful, not to persons asleep. Pro- 
vided nevertheless, that these lawfully 
authorised taverns and hotels shall be 
shut up from the midille of the thi 
week in July till after the 24. of Oc- 
tober, in order that the head cooks an! 
cellarmen, ia the mean time, ** may §° 
to Rome if they please.” 


The expediency and necessity of pro- 
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viding, additional courts, being, then, 
granted, it becomes necessary to con- 
sider; Ist, Over what causes of action 
the uew courts should have jurisdiction ; 
2ndly, What number ofaduitional courts 
will be required, or to put it in another 
form, within what distances the places 
to be appointed for holding the courts 
should be situated from each other ; 
Srdly, How frequently the courts should 
be held for the trial of the causes; 
4thly, Out of what materials the courts 
may be best constituted; 5Sthly, In 
what places the business of the suits, 
from the commencement of the action 
to the trial, may most conveniently and 
in the best manner be conducted and 
carried on, 

There will be many other material, 
and scarcely subordinate subjects, for 
consideration ; such, for instance, as 
limiting the number of steps or stages 
of proceedings in the course of a cause ; 
but with which I shall not venture to in- 
trude upon your columns. Before pro- 
ceeding, however, to the first of these 
heads of inquiry, I beg.to remind you, 
that Lam submitting.only my general 
notions on these matters, without in- 
tendiog to enter minutely into details, 
and without caring to say, just at pre- 
sent, whether I could fill up my out- 
lines better than any other person. 

l. With respect, then, to the causes 
of action over which the new courts 
should have jurisdiction, | see no reason 
Why a local court should not be as com- 
petent to decide on a debt of 1,000/. as 
on a debt of 50/. There isnot necessa- 
rily any greater difficulty in the one case 
than in the other. fy argue the con- 
trary would be to argue that a poulterer 
may be competent to sella chicken but 
Must not be trusted with the sale of a 
+ sR OMe It seems, however, to be on all 
daca fe pe for granted, that the juris- 
ited 4 y new courts should be li- 

*d in point of amount of debt or 
‘amages. Be it so, then, and I care 
be ene o amount to be fixed on 
it . -,tBut by whatever rules 
‘ may be fixed, so aS, FEES OF 
ott: to be. paid by the parties, shall 

ain not wholly abolished in the 
Courts at Westminster, I would fix the 
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amount at double the sum that I would 
afterwards. And this, not from any 
wish to curtail the business of the sus 
perior courts, or to leave them without 
full employ, but in order that the public 
should have tlie cheaper justice of the 
new courts for the recovery of debts or 
damage®§ to a larger amount than might 
be called for after the costs of actions in 
the superior courts shall have come to 
be only the before-described natural 
costs and expenses of a suit at law. 

Bat there are certain classes of cases 
which frequently involve nicer and more 
difficult questions of law than others, 
and which are at the same time, to a 
certain extent, more removed from the 
ordinary occasions and business of the 
bulk of the community; and these, it 
may be fit to leave exclusively to the 
superior courts, Among these may be 
ranked, more particularly in our present 
state of one branch of law, which 
Benthain would have called, and, per- 
haps, has called “ conveyancers-made 
law.” all cases involving questions as to 
the title to real estates in lands, orin 
incorporeal hereditaments, including, of 
course, tithes, markets, tolls, ferries, 
commons of all kinds ; so, too, all cor- 
voration matters, quo warranto, manda- 
mus, bribery and all offences connected 
with the return of members to Parlia- 
ment, with a host of others that do not 
much concern the common and every- 
day business or affairs of the bulk of the 
people. But the new courts should 
have jurisdiction over all matters of 
debt and contract, all torts or tres- 
passes to persons, or with the exceptions 
hinted at, to personal or real property ; 
such as malicious prosecutions, libel, 
defamation, criminal conversation, se- 
duction &c. of daughters and servants, 
nuisances to house or land in posses- 
sion, obstructing of lights, obstructing 
or diverting water courses, disturbance 
of pews in churches, &c., assaults, false 
imprisonments, replevin (with certain 
exceptions), trespass to cattle or goods 
(except in certain cases of distresses), or 
to house or land, where no qaestion as 
to the right of possession really arises. 
But [ must not run on here too fast, 
lest some learned friend should discover, 
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as perhaps he already may have, that 
1 am giving jurisdiction to the new 
courts over some matters in relation to 
which I have already denied them juris- 
diction. 

Asto some,if nota considerable num- 
ber of these causes of action, many 
persons may probably stoutly object to 
placing them within the jurisdiction of 
Jocal courts. For instance, the action 
for criminal conversation. Inthe very 
great refinement (creater, perhaps, in 
profession and theory than ia practice) 
of the present ave, many may object that 
a cause of action, in its nature coming 
so home to the very tenderest and most 
sensitive feclings of the human breast, 
a cause of action, in giving occasion to 
which, Milton's “ mysterious law ” and 
“sole propriety in Para:lise,” must have 
been invaded, should be submitted to 
the jurisdiction of a local and “ inferior” 
court. The eloquence of the counsel 
practising in such a court may be 
thought not likely to take so correct a 
flight, or to be so touching to a reader of 
a newspaper, as. that which must be 
supposed to belong to a feading counsel 
in one of the superior courts. But | 
have heard of an Irishman, who being 
the plaintiff in an action of this nature, 
after having listened to the depicting of 
his manifold and grievous wrongs by his 
counsel, quiet!y remarked, “ "Lis all very 
** true, but I did not kndw I was half so 
“ much injured before.” So, I know of 
no valid reason, why a country shop- 
keeper, mechanic, or day-labourer, who 
has been injured ‘n this way, if he be 
content to lay his damages at the 1001 
or the 501. to whichotte jurisdiction of 
the court should be li d, should not 
be permitted to seek his redress in a 
local court. But 1 cannot stop just 
now to discuss, or most points for dif- 
ferences on matters of detail, and | 
would rather wait to hear what objec- 
tions are in fact made. 

It will be necessary, however, to 
make some particular provisions in re- 
gard to causes of action arising partly 
within and partly out of the jurisdiction 
of the local court. In some former 
scheme, it was, | believe, provided, that, 

im every case, the action should be 
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brought into the local court within the 
limits of which the defendant’s place of 
residence was. It was overlooked that 
no good reason could be assigned, why, 
ifa glass-maker of Newcastle-on-T'yne 
sold goods te a glazier in Devonshire, 
he should be obliged to bring his wit- 
nesses from Northumberland _ into 
Deyon. A cause of action so arising 
might be tried more conveniently and at 
less expense in London; and, if found 
best, in a local or inferior court there. 
}Onuses of action arising partly in one 
district, and for the remainder in an ad- 
joining district, may perhaps, inasmuch, 
as upon the plan I shall suggest under 
the next head, there could never, in 
such a case, be any great distance for 
the parties and their witnesses to travel, 
be fitly brought in the local court of the 
district within which the defendant re- 
sides. Ifa local district should inter- 
vene between that in’ which the de- 
fendant resides, and another in which 
the plaintiff resides, or a part of the 
cause of action has arisen, it might be 
the most advantageous plan to bring 





‘the action in the court of the intervening 
district. If more than one local district 
intervene, and the place of residence of 
the parties and their witnesses do not 
exceed a certain distance, suppose 
60 or 70 miles from London, as the 
means of conveyance to London are s0 
much cheaper for the distance, and 
more expeditious, than through cross 
country roads, in such cases it may be 
more convenient that the action should 
be brought in a London local court, 
though no part of the cause of action 
has arisen there. And for actions 
arising in different districts with more 
than onegtervening district, at remoter 
distul®tes from London, bat still wholly 
arising in some quarter of the kingdom s° 
situated as that London would be quite 
out of the way for the witnesses to come 
to prove the different parts of the caus¢ 
of action, it might be very practicable to 
fix on the local court of a district cen- 
trally situated between -the extreme 
points at whighagbe different parts of 
the cause of action arise. But I must 
not run into the danger of raising a po™s 





asinorum, by putting eases too 
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cated for the immediate comprehension 
of all persons- 

2. With respect to the number of 
additional courts that will be required, 
or, in other words, within what dis- 
tances the places to be appointed for 
holding the courts should be situated 
from each other. On this head, the 
most perfect rule in theory to go by, 
aud one at the same time easily practi- 
cable, is, as it seems to me, to take care 
that no market-town shall be at a 
greater distance from the place of hold- 
ing some one of the courts than what 
may be reasonably computed as one 
day's journey on foot, for the parties 
and their witnesses to go and return 
the same day. This rule, it must be 
admitted, can only completely attain its 
object in cases in which the cause of 
action arises wholly within the jurisdic- 
tion of one and the same court. For 
other cases, it is evidently impossible 
that the same advantage can be pro- 
vided. But why L would measure the 
distance by a day’s journey on foot to 
and from the session town, .is because 
it ought to be a chief object of these 
courts to administer to the recovery of 
the smallest demands, and the redress 
of the least important wrongs, as well 
as demands of a more considerable 
amount and injuries of a more serious 
extent. In many cases of this descrip- 
tion the parties may be very competent 
and be desirous of conducting their 
causes themselves, without the employ- 
ment of either attorneys or counsel. 
They may, too, be without the means of 
travelling otherwise than on foot ; or the 
matter in dispute may not be worth in- 
curring the expense of any other mode 
of travelling. How, for instance.could 
a day-labourer, with wages of 9s. er 10s. 
a week, pay for horse-hire or travelling 
by stage-coach ? Or, if the defendant be 
a day-labourer, what prospect would 
the plaiotiff have of obtaining repay- 
ment of such expenses in the shape of 
costs? Or how far could it be reason- 
able that such a defendant, owing a 
debt of a few shillings, and withholding 
payment (as would be the case nine 
umes in ten). from inability, or 
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honesty, should be mulcted in an amount 
of costs, which, under the law as it is 
at present (but which I shall propose to 
modify), would take the flock bed from 
under him, and take away the joint- 
stools on which his children sat at 
brenkfast to eat their teakettle broth ? 

But supposing the rule I have sug- 
gested to be adopted, a day’s journey on 
foot from home, to be travelled back 
again the same day, allowing the parties 
to rise early and to reach home again 
in good time for bed, after staying in 
the court, if necessary, till its usual time 
of rising, which we may suppose 5 in 
the afternoon, may, in the present im- 
proved state of the roads be fairly taken 
at about 12 miles. And thus the re- 
inotest market-towns from the session 
town, within the jurisdiction of a local 
court, would be about 12 miles. 

Let me, for elucidating the effect of 
thus Jocating the new courts, suppose 
such a court to be established at Bru- 
ton in Somersetshire, which place I in- 
stance, as being situated in a part of the 
country with which I am pretty well 
acquainted. This court would include 
within its limits the city of Wells, the 
towns of Glastonbury, Shepton Mal- 
lett, Nunny, Frome, Warminster, Mere, 
Wincanton, Shaftesbury, Stalbridge, 
Milborne Port, Sherborne, Yeovil, So- 
merton, Iichester, and Castlecary, (all 
of which places are within 13, and all 
but two or three within 12, miles of 
Bruton,) and a large number of perhaps 
from 100 to 150°: populous parishes, 
chiefly agricultural, but in part manu- 
facturing. I suppose the next court to 
this at Bruton in one direction (the 
north eastern), to be fixed at Melk- 
sham in Wiltshire. The Melksham 
court would include Westbury, Brad- 
ford, Trowbridge, Devizes, Bath, Calne, 
Chippenham, East Lavington, with, of 
course, all the intermediate and adjoin- 
ing parishes. Let the next court, inthe 
opposite direction from Bruton, be fixed 
at Taunton. It would, I apprehend, 
include Wellington, Bampton, Dalver- 
ton, Wyveliscombe, Nether Stowey, 
Bridgewater, Lan »  T[lminster, 
Chard, Crewkerne, besides the» 
bouring village parishes. See, them, 
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what a large extent of the most fertile 
and (with the exception of the largest 
towns in the manufacturing districts) 
the most populous part of England 
would be comprehended within the li- 
mits of three courts alone. ‘Three 
courts will thus extend over all, the 
market-towns within a tract of 72 
miles long by 24 wide, but to which 
tract must be added a further space, 
both in length and breadth, for rural 
villages lying beyond the farthermost 
market-towns within the jurisdiction of 
each court. Supposing this additional 
space on an average to be four miles in 
each direction from each court,the three 
courts will cover a space of 96 miles 
long by 32 wide. By the same rule six 
courts will extend over a space of 192 
miles by 32, and about seven times six 
will, perhaps, reach over all England. 
But [ have furnished quite  suffi- 
cient for most persons’ reading at one 
spell, and must, with your permission, 

beg leave to trouble you again. 
I am, Sir, with many thanks for your 

insertion of my former letter, 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


J. GEORGE. 


Temple, dugust 14, 1833, 
Mr. Cobbett, M. P. 





we 


PETITIONS. 


I mere publish a list of the petitions 
which I presented on Monday last, in 
order that those who have dune me the 
honour to intrust them to. my care, 
may see that I] have presented them. 
I am sorry that I have been unable to 
present some of them sooner; but it 
was quite impossible for me to do it 
before, without neglecting my duty as 
a member of the select committee on 
the Poray-afuir ; and that was too im- 
portant a matter to trifle with. 


1. Inaasitants oF O_paam. Sets forth 
their grievous disappointment at 
the ts of the Reform Bill ; and 
prays for universal suffrage, annual 
parliaments, vote by ballot, and no 
peee'y qualification for mem- 

—7,000 signatures. 





PETITIONS, 
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2. Gopatmine Poxrticar Untoy.,Prays 
for vote by ballot, and repeal of the 
Septennial Act. 

3. Norrnern Poxiticat Union. Con- 
plains of the gross partiality of 
taxation, particularly of the legacy 
and probate duties; and prays for 
a speedy adjustment of the same. 

4. INvasirants or Nortineuan, Bas- 
rorp, &c, Complaint and prayer 
the same. Two very able petitions. 

5. Josepn Russert, Birmincasam. 
Complains of the vindictive con- 
duct of a self-elected body of com- 
missioners, in prosecuting him for 
printing a hand-bill for another 
person. 

6. Hunsron, Sussex. Prays for the abo- 
lition of the malt and hop taxes, 
Signed by every man in the parish, 

7. Ovvnam. From persons who took part 
in taking Seringapatam in 1799. 
States, that they have received the 
first division of their prize-money, 
and have made repeated applica- 
tions for the remainder without 
effect: prays that the House will 
cause the same to be paid them. 

8. Mancnester, Prays that the legacy 
and probate duties may be laid 
equally on real as well as personal 
property. 

9. Epwarp Byrne, sureron, Rat- 
cuirF, Prays for a law for the 
better recovery of small debts 10 
the Tower Hamlets. 

10. Mr. Foutsca, Buritinoron Arcadr- 

- States that there can be no pros 
perity nor happiness in this country 
while the National Debt remains, 
and prays that the House will ap- 
point a Select Committee, before 
which he is prepared to lay a plan 
for the extinction of the Debt, 
without injustice to any one. 

L1, Wat. Norris. Complains of the 
treatment which he has received 
from the Stamp Office, after having 
hunted up several thousand pounds 


of legacy. ° ) 
12. Chairman of a Meeting at Man- 
chester, Complains of the treat- 
ment of Wm. Simmons, late 4 
private in the Foot Guards, 
discharged with 
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ing an unstamped newspaper, and 
prays for a Committee of the whole 
House to investigate the matter, 
and grant justice to the said Wm. 
Simmons. 

3. Mr. Blax'and, Leamington. Prays 
that the House will not grant the 
twenty millions compensation to 
the West India proprietors. 

. Public Meeting of the Working 
Classes of Edinburgh. Prays for 
an inguiry into the  spy-police 
affair. 

. Mr. Foster, late editor and pro- 
prietor of the Leeds Patriot. 
Complains that, in consequence of 
his advocating the Ten-Hour Bill, 
he was made the subject of a vin- 
dictive and vexatious prosecution, 
for alleged tibel; that he appeared 
at York Assizes prepared to refute 
the charge; but that, the charge 
being so frivolous, the Judge re- 
commended the withdrawal of a 
juror, That petitioner’s counsel 
submitted to this recommendation, 
rather than proceed in direct oppo- 
sition to the Judge, although he 
was certain of a verdict had the 
trial proceeded: that, by this ar- 
rangement, petitioner was saddled 
with enormous expenses, amount- 
ing to nearly 3002, and that for 
having committed no offence 
against the laws: prays that the 
House will adopt measures to pre- 
vent other persons being made the 
victims of spite and! caprice. 

. Mr. Grirrin. Prayed for some pe- 
cuniary compensation on aecount 
of some improvements, which he 
had suggested, having been made 
in the army dress, &c. Not re- 
ceived. 

. James Lusn. States, that about 
two years ago, he kept cows at 
Peckham Rye; and that ‘he was 
robbed of the milk by a sergeant 
In the police; that he clearly 
proved the ch at atest 


nly} 





house; that the Serg 
but that ‘he waa ‘elimi 


a sergeant, bei 
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into the same; and that justice 
may be impartially administered. 

1S. Mr. Wa. Dean. Sets forth that he 
entered the police three years ago ; 
that he was, soon after, appointed 
a clerk; and subsequently to be a 
police-sergeant, doing the duty of 
a deputy-inspector ; that he can- 
tinued as such until May last, 
without having a single fault laid 
to his charge; and that his pro- 
motion was obtained solely by his 
meritorious conduct: that in May 
last, he was dismissed by the com- 
missioners of police for having 
condemned the conduct of Secre- 
tary Viscount Mexrsovrane; and 
for having called the Calihorpe- 
street jury noble men: that he was 
not, from first to last, confronted 
with his accuser; was allowed no 
opportunity of defending himself ; 
nor even hearing before the com- 
missioners : complains of the arbi- 
trary and unjust conduct of the 
commissioners, and prays, that the 
House will take steps to prevent 
such acts of gross injustice for the 
future. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE TRUE SUN, 


Sir,—Seeing in the True Sun of 
last night, that a meeting of the ‘“* Me- _ 
tropolitan’ Political Union” is to be 
held on Saturday evening next, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration 
the means of obtaining for each parish 
the management and coutrol of its © 
police, and that [ have accepted an in- 
vitation to attend the same, I have to 
state, that I did accept the invitation, 
and should have attended ; but finding 
that money is to be taken for admission 
to the meeting, I shall not attend. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient 
_ aud most humble servant, . 
-» . Wa. COBBETT. 
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| Bolt-court, 22. August: 
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POLICE. 


Thursday evening. 

To-pay (for the Parliament has got to 
sit by daylight at last) I made a state- 
ment in the House relative to the con- 
duct of Porpay, of M‘Lean, and of the 
commissioners, abstaining from making 
any motion upon the subject; express- 
ing my hope that the Government would 
do justice in the case; but promising 
that if justice be not doze before the 
next meeting of Parliament, I would 
then bring it forward. I trust that the 
Government will do justice; and that 
will be a great deal better than making 
a stir to inflame the minds of the peo- 
ple, already too greatly and too justly 
inflamed. I have been particularly 
offended with the commissioners for 
their conduct to Mr. W. Dean, who is 
avery worthy young man, who was a 
sergeant and clerk in the police, got pro- 
moted solely by his merit, was two years 
without committing a single fault, and 
who was dismissed on the charge of 
having said, relative to the Cairnoxpr- 
Stkentr affair, something highly dis- 
respectful of Lord Metnourne, having 
censured the police for their conduct 
there, and having praised the verdict 
of the Catraores-srreer jury. Now 
this was indiscreet on the part of Mr 
Dean ; it was a great fault in him to 
speakdisrespectfullyof Lord Metsourns, 
if he did so speak, which he denies ; 
and, in his situation, it was not prudent 
for him to speak, as he probably did, 
about the conduct of the police and the 
jury. But, allowing the charge to be 
true to its fullest extent, what was 
Dean's offence compared to that of 
Bartierr, who milked Lusa’s cows, 
amd who, though charged with that of- 
fence, was still kept in his post as ser- 
geant by M‘Lean and the eommis- 
sioners! I grant, that the commis- 
sioners must possess the absolute power 
of dismissal, without cause assigned ; 
but, if there be a cause assigned, then 
the party is entitled to a hearing ; and 
this hearing the commissioners did not 

ive to Mr. Dean. I was sorry to hear 

r. Lams say something about the 
commissioners thinking Mr. Deax 
“‘ mad." Accuse anybody belonging to 
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the Government of something that t 
cannot answer, and immediately some 
immorality is imputed to you; and,if 
you be spotless as snow, then you ar 
mad! [ was sorry to hear this from 
Mr. Lams, because [ have never seen jg 
him auy proneness to foul play. Mr.Deay 
is a sober, conscientious, and clever 
young man: he drew up the petition for 
his neighbours at Watwonrru; and he 
attended solely at my request to give 
evidence relative to the complaint about 
milking the cows, he having been pre- 
sent when Lusa made the complaint; 
and Lysu living at too great a distance 
to be conveniently brought to the cou. 
mittee. I never saw, or heard of, Mr. 
Dean before this affair. I seldom do 
things by halves. I have thought it ne. 
cessary to make strict inquiries into bi 
character, as well as his origin; and 
better testimonials of good characiet 
are not possessed by any man living. 
Mr. Dean has thus been thrown out of 
employment, he having a wife and three 
small children ; and I cannot help think 
ing, that if Lord MeLspourne would but 
consider what it is for a man to be thus 
situuted, who has no means of suppor” 
but that which is to come from the us 
of his talents in writing, or as a teacher 
(the capacity in which he was ee 
entered the police), [ cannot hep 
thinking, that he would endeavour ® 
find out some mode of mitigating 
injury thus done to Mr. Deay; 
especially, when the indiscreet a 
was committed against himself. 1 kao 
that I should do it ; and it does not 
come me to suppose, that this noblemaa 
is less magnanimous or less er 
than I should be. We have not, all r 
at all times, complete command of 0 
tongues, “ no, nor of our sel 
either,” -his Lordship will say, 90% 
his head on one side. Granted ; bub! 
fellow, with a pen in his hand, at the 
of forty years, lets elip ov! 4 sot 
potatoes and salt won't burn, a0¢$ 
like indiscreet phrases, what en 
is to be made for a young am 
amidst the hubbub of popular 
ment, lets out a hasty expression © 
the conduct of his superior ! 

Mr. Dean denies having either 9p 
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hought disrespectfully of his Lord- 
; and Lord Metsourne ought to 
look, and I trust will overlook, this 
»and only instance of misconduct, 
willtake Mr. Dean’s case into his 
sideration. If Mr. Dean could make 
es or coats, or lay bricks, or put on 
, or make boxes, or door-frames, | 
ld think nothing of the matter; 
, having none of these to resort to, he 
, infact, been most grievously injured’ 
this proceeding ; and I once more 
ress my hope, 





that Lord Mes :- | 
bkNE Will do something for him. 1) 
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cation at the grammar-school in that 
town. 

“‘ That in October, 18380, he entered 
the Metropolitan Police, recommended 
by his last employer, Mr. Dawson, of 
the Mansion-house, Camberwell, whom 
your petitioner served as a classical 


‘teacher in his academy; also by the 


Rev. Dr. Lindsay, of Dulwich College, 
and other respectable gentlemen. 

« That your petitioner, in two months 
after he joined, was appointed to act as 
divisional clerk ; that in September, 
1831, he was promoted to the rank of 


rt here below the petition of Mr.|sergeant-clerk, with the pay of 14. 1s. 
v, and the newspaper report of what) per week. That your petitioner was 


place on Monday last, when I pre- 
ted this petition. 


he next petition was from a cow- 
er at Walworth, who stated that 
several mornings, on going out to 
k his cows, found they had been 
ked before he got them. 
s for some time unable to discover 
D the offender was, until one morn- 


, on going out as usual to milk his) 


s, he saw a police sergeant of the| 
e of Bartlett, of the P division, with | 
bt in his hand—(laughter)—who, on | 
ing he was discovered, laid down| never having had any complaint made 


pot and ran off. The plaintiff found 
tthe pot was warm, and that there 
5a small quantity of milk at the 
tom of it. The petitioner stated 


t he was at a station at Peckham | 


; that he was in the habit of milk- 
the cows and giving the milk to the 
icemen.—He was removed from 
kham Rye to Walworth, and there 
tinued to do duty as a policeman. 
thon. Member then presented a pe- 
on from an inspecter of police, com- 
ining of the conduct of the commis- 
€rs in dismissing him from office, 

Without having been guilty of any 

onduct. Mr. Cobbett contrasted 
two cases with great force. Sub- 

d is the petition : 

Uhat your petitioner was born at 
pton-Mallett, in the county of So- 

et, of respectable parente, his father 

§ alandowner and brewer in that 
e, and that he received his edu- 





That he: 





made full sergeant in February, 1832, 
with the pay of 1/. 2s. Gd., and was then 
appointed to do duty as an inspector, in 
which capacity your petitioner remained 
until he was dismissed, on 26. May, 
1833. 

“ That vour petitioner begs to assure 
your hon. House that his promotion, as 
before stated, was obtained solely by his 
meritorious conduet, never having had 
any interest made by any friend what- 
ever for his promotion. 

“That your petitioner was highly 
respected by the inhabitants in the pa- 
rishes of Camberwell.and Walworth, 


against him except once, by the writer 
of an anonymous letter, who made @ 
charge against your petitioner, which 
was brought before the commissioners, 
and, the case being so contemptible, 
was dismissed. 

“That on the 22. May, 1833, the 
superintendent M‘Lean, of the P divi- 
sion, ordered him to his office; that 
there and then Maisey the inspector 
read to him a report for a charge that 
was made to the commissioners against 
your petitioner; that this charge was 
in the following words : 

“ « For boisterous and improper con- 
duct in Camberwell watchhouse on the 
Y1. instant, in condemning the conduct 
of Secretary Viscount Melbourne and 
the police force generally, and for ap- 
plauding the jury for their verdict re- 
lative to the murder of Culley,’ and 
that for this cause your petitioner was 
informed ‘that he was suspended until » 
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further orders. That on the: 26. of 
May, your petitioner received a letter 
from Walters, the inspector, informing 
him that he was dismissed by order 
of the commissioners 

“That your petitioner never was, 
from first to last, confronted with his 
accusers ; that he was never called 
upon for any defence, answer, or ex- 
planation, and that he never had from 
first to last, any hearing on the subject, 
either before the comunissioners or any 
other person in authority, connected 
with the police establishment. 

“ Fivally, your petitioner humbly 
prays that your honourable House will 
adopt such measures, with regard to the 
Government of the metropolitan police 
as shall prevent such arbitrary, inquisi- 
torial, and truly un-English-like conduct 
on the part of the commissioners for 
the future, and as shall secure to every 
man a fair and just hearing, before he 
is dismissed with injury to his charac- 
ter. And further, your petitioner prays 
that your honourable House will cause 
inquiries to be made as to the truth of 
your petitioner's statement, and will 
take such steps for redressing your pe- 
titioner’s grievance as your honourable 
House may deem fit. 

“* And your petitioner will ever pray.” 





TO THR 


PEOPLE OF OLDHAM. 


Bolt-court, 23. August, 1833. 

My Frirxps,—l,* yesterday, in my 
place in the House of Commons, made 
the, motion which you will see here 
below, which motion was agreed to by 
the Ministers, without either hesitation 
or reluctance. We shall, therefore, 
have these papers before us properly 
authenticated; and, you may be as- 
sured, that I shall then take those steps 
(in the next session), which there was 
no possibility of taking in the present 
session. As I told the people at Man- 
Oussrer, and as I told you, I will never 
do, or propose to do, any thing which 
can possibly be imputed to a feeling of 
vindicliveness. Let the conduct of our 
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bitter and unjust enemies have been 
what it might, L will pursue the mildeg 
course known to the laws and usages of _ 
this kingdom. Justice @emands thy | 
the reformers of 1817 and 1819, who | 
suffered so unjustly, should receive frogp 
a refurmed Parliament, @ declaration 
that that suffering was unjust ; and that 
the like shall never ee ue again. This 
is due to them, and to the whole people; / 
and, moreover, somethitig is due, in the 
way of atonement, in some shape ogy 
another, to the surviving sufferers thems 
selvrs, among whom are several of mp 
immediate constituents. IL was no 
sent to Parliament by you to carp a 
and to pick holes in the coat of the er 
ecutive Government. I will never d@ 
any thing for the purpose of annoying 
them, be their conduct towarcs m 
what it may. ‘Therefore, if they hedie 
posed to do justice in this case, I shall 
be very happy in having been the means 
of bringing the matter under their cote 
sideration; but I must have a formal 
and solemn assurance from this Parlia- * 
ment, that the horrible wrongs whicil 
complain of, shall never take pluct 
again; that our children shall never be 
subjected to those acts of tyranny and 
indignity, to which we, their fathers, 
have been subjected. The following 
a copy of the motions. 
“Phat there be laid before thi 
House a return of all the persons whe 
were imprisoned, in Great Britain, @ 
virtue of the Act of 1817 (57. 6 
3. chap. 3.), stating, with regard . 
each person separately, 1. his name; 
‘2. his place of abode at the time 
“his arrest ; 3. the prison, or dill 
‘‘ prisons, in which he was conl 2 
4. the date of his commitmet; » 
the date of his discharge from nom 
6, the grounds of his commitmer 
as far as the same can be stated ; 7 
7. the name of the person, oF pre 
‘who signed his commitment. x 
“ for a copy of a circular letter, ¥ r 
‘was addressed by, Lord Visce¥ 
“* Sidmouth to the lieutenant | 
“ counties, and. which was dat 
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idmouth to the Earl of Derby, di- 
recting the said Earl to thank the 
magistrates, who acted at Manchester 
on the 16. August, 1819.” 





SIZURE FOR TAXES AT HULL, 


AND REFUSAL OF THE PEOPLE TO 
PURCHASE WHEN OFFERED FOR 
SALE BY AUCTION. 

Ox Monday last, the 12. instant, 

nsiderable excitement was manifested 

» Hull, on its being announced: by Mr. 

oble, printer, bookseller, and news 
rent, by a placard posted generally 

out the town, that property seized 
om him for refusing to pay assessed 
xes would that morning be attempted 
be sold by auction, at the Exchange 
ale-rooms. 

It was generally supposed that Mr. 
Hyde, the auctioneer, being a respect- 
ble man, would refuse to sell the pro- 
erty. In that, however, they were 
istaken; Mr. Hyde pleaded ignorance 
s to their having been seized, and 
bserved that having -made-entry of 
vem he must offer them for sale. 

By ten o'clock, the time announced 
r the sale, the rooms were crowded 
Imost to suffocation, as also the adjacent 

rt and passage, by tradesmen and 
hopkeepers generally, all firmly deter- 
ned not to purchase at any price. 
he goods seized were five elegant 
ortable writing desks and two sets 

f books. 

After the auctioneer had. announced 
Me conditions of sale, Mr, Noble ad- 
iressed the persons assembled, of which 
Me following is an outline : 

“ My Friexps,—You are both the 
Judge and the Jury in this case. Mr. 
' Hyde has opened the proceedings, and 
it will be my business, as briefly as | 
can, consistently with the duty I owe 
_ myself, and my obligations to you, to 

state the case to you. 

‘You are perfectly aware of the 
business which has-ealled us together ; 
you have been informed of it by my 
placard; namely, the seizure of my 
Property for the non-payment of 
‘axes, and the announcement that 
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“that property is this day to be at- 
“ tempted to be'sold here by auction. 
* During the unjust wars of the 
“ French Revolution—wars waged for 
‘€ the express purpose of exterminating 
“ liberty and filling the pockets of the 
‘* aristoeracy—a multitude of additional 
‘* taxes were unequally imposed upon 
“the people, called assessed taxes, 
“granted by iniquitous and corrupt 
** Houses of Commons to the minister 
‘* of the day, on the solemn pledge that 
“they being war taxes, they should 
‘* cease and terminate with the termi- 
“ nation of the war. But what is the 
‘* real fact? Peace was ratified in the 
‘ vear 1815, now more than eighteen 
“ years ago—and the present Minister 
‘‘of the crown, the ‘ retrenching * 
“ Whig Althorp—the great advocate 
‘for the abolition of these imposts 
‘when oul of place—he now tells you 
* he cannot arrorp to abate one far- 
“thing of the odious window tax, 
“‘ whilst he is about to give TWENTY 
* MILLIONS of money as compensa- 
“ tion to the West Indian slave-holders, 
‘at the very time they are admitting 
“that free labour is cheaper than 


slavery. 


“It is not for Lord Althorp, or any 
‘“‘ other Lord, or any other Minister to 
‘Bay he cannot ‘ afford’ to abate these 
‘taxes: it is perfectly useless for him 
“to say so: the people cannot pay 
“these infamous taxes, and if they 
** could, they will soon find constitu- 
** tional means for refusing them. 

“ A Whig (said Mr. N. sarcastically) 
“is a Whig ! and saying this is saying 
‘‘ every thing you can say which is base 
‘in political apostacy. ‘This has ever 
‘‘ been the case; their conduct has el- 
“‘ ways been marked by hypocrisy, im- 
* bevility, and deceit. 

*“ When Fox caine into office in 1806, 
‘his motto was similar to that of the 
‘* present Premier, Reform, Retrench- 
‘ ment, and Peace. ‘The first he never 
“‘ heartily attempted to accomplish ; as 
‘to the second, he added ten per cent. 
{‘ to the property tax, and attempted 
“ to send an exciseman into every man 5 
‘‘ house who brewed his own beer ; aad, 
“ thirdly, he abandoned the principles 
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‘he professed out of office, and there 
“was war the whole of his adminis- 
“ nistration, and he died with Great 
« Britain and France, and the continent, 
‘‘ all involved in war. So much for 
“nis pledge of reform, retrenchment, 
“and peace!" —(Immense cheering 
followed this adress). 

The first article offered was a portable 
desk—no biddings ;—but, just as the 
auctioneer was abuut to pass the lot, a 
voice from the crowd faintly screamed 
out “ five shillings;’’ every eye was 
turned to the place, where the sound 
came from, and the whole inquiry was, 
** Who is he? turn him out,” &c. when 
it proved to be Lee, a constable, and 
the person to whoin the warrant was 
intrusted to seize the property. ‘The 
groans and execrations were now per- 
fectly deafening ; still this individual 
persisted in his determination, and ii 
was knocked down to him at a quarter 
the cost price. On a second being 
offered, he was again the bidder and 
purchaser: after this the people would 
bear it no longer, and the rest of the 
lots were passed without his having the 
courage to be again the purchaser. 

Mr. Noble then again briefly ad- 
dressed the people. He observed it 
had not turned out exaet/y as he hed 
anticipated, inasmuch as Lee had sepa 
in between him and them. Bat, as it 
respected the merchauts and tradesmen 
assembled, his anticipations had been 
completely realized. Mr. N. then ob- 
served that a few pusillanimous imbe- 
ciles, persons who have just courage 
enough to sign a petition prepared at 
some hole-and-corner mecting, when 
brought to them, had endeavoured to 
persuade him not to persist in trying 
the issue of the sale, as “ plenty of 
““ people would be found to purchase, 
“ and it might injure his trade by giving 
“ offence.” To these he replied, “ he did 
“ not believe the people wéu/d purchase, 
+ aud as to the injury he was likely to 

Sustain, no tradesman would leave 
*‘ his’shop on that account. How could 
: they *—when the whole of them had 
Cs Saas over again signed petitions 
enihaes extinction of the odious house 

window taxes and assessed taxes 








“ generally. All, all had done 50, ex. 
“ cept a few aldermen, and who were 
“also the commissioners ; their cus. 
“tom he had never had much of, nor 
“ dil he covet it; for the ready money 
of his friends he saw before him was 
of infinitely more value to him thag 
an alderman’s trust, especially if he 
pleaded the statute of limitation for 
“the non-payment of his just debts.” 
Chis last observation was followed by 
thunders of applause, as it was known 
to every person present to whorn it re- 
ferred.—* He hal higher game to play 
‘than to make it a sine qua non whe- 
“ther he should tamely submit to a 
“ continuance of these exactions on the 
‘* round of losing the custom of alder- 
‘* men, NOT ONE OF WHOM RESIDED IN 
‘““rne TOWN, and a very few in the 
* country.” 

Mr. N. then closed his address by as- 
suring them that he should immediately 
vive the greatest possible publicity in 
his power to the proceedings of the 
morning, and left the auction rooms 
amidst the cheers and congratulatious of 
the assembled multitude. 





EDINBURGH CHURCH TAX. 


My readers have heard of the strife 
in this fine city, relative to the tax by 
which the clergy are maintained. lhe 
storm was brewing when I was there 
last year; and now, apparently, it has 
bursted forth. Mr. Tarr, the editor of 
the very celebrated magazine, has tf 
sisted the payment of the tax, and has 
been seut to prisom. In the House of 
Commons, I gave an explanation of the 
grounds of the quarrel, and defended, a8 
well as I could, the tax-payers of Bots 
BURGH, Without any attempt to dispa- 
rage the character of the clergy. The 
grounds of the dispute are fully set for 
in the following articles from the Bui 
hargh Chronicle, and in the letters of Mr. 
Tarr ; all which I lay before my readers, 
who will clearly see, ‘that this resist 
ance to taxation has not been made with- 
out just cause. We have here another 
instance of the final effects of 
and, therefore, unjust taxation. 
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EDINBURGH ANNUITY TAX. 


First letter of Mr. Tait from the Calton Jail, 
which appeared in the Caledonian Mercury of 
Monday the 12. August. 

To the Editor of the Caledonian Mercury. 


Sir,—I wish to be allowed, through the 
medium of your paper, to exp!ain the reasons 
which have induced me to submit to imprison- 
ment, rather than pay the annuity or mi- 
nisters’ stipemd. My reasons are these : 

The tax was imposed by the act of 1661, 
and preceding acts, to raise 19,000 merks, 
which were to be applied to the maintenance of 
only six of the twelve Ediovbargh clergymen, 
whereas a sum very much larger has been col 
Jected, under the name of annuity, and ap- 
plied to the maintenance of all the Ediuburgh 
clergymen, aud to other purposes. 

That collection aud application of the an- 
puity was illegal up to 1409; aud was only 
then made legal (if legal it yet is), by a clause 
surreptitiously and illegally inserted in an act 
of Parliament, which had been iutimated as 
ove for simply extending the royalty of the 
city. Unless an act of Parliament, fraudulently 
obtained by the clergy, can make the annuity, 
as now, collected and applied, /egal, the col- 
lection and application are still illegal. 

Altogether, by the annuity, impost, seat- 
rents, shore-cues at Leith, &c., about 21,000/. 
are collected, in the name of the church esta 
blishmeut, while only about balf that sum is 
applied tu its legitimate purposes. 

rhe sum levied from the citizens of Edin- 
burgh is not only too large, but is unequally 
levied and absurdly applied ; 55,000 souls, iu 
the extended royalty, haviug thirteen churches, 
and eighteen ministers, to whom about 9,000/ 
per annum is paid, while 70,000 souls, in that 
part of Edinburgh which is called the parish 
of St. Cuthbert’s, pay no part of the annuity 
tax, the two clergymen of this parish, and 
those of the chapels of ease belonging to it, 
wee paid by the heritors, or from the seat- 

JUS, 

the above inequality of the assessment is 
further aggravated hy the exemption of the 
“eae of the College of Justice ; also, by 
aa being laid upon shops, &c., as well as 

ing-houses, although the latter are the 
‘ested measures of the incomes of the iuha- 

Bor those and other reasons, detailed in a 
petition to Parliament, and a report by the 
Page sace of Inhabitants, the collectioa of 
. annuity has been considered unjust and 
A grat Payment has been refused by the 
‘ die auts; and when the clergy proceeded 
© Gstrain the goods of the recusants, their 
a were rendered ineffective by the 
nO Bi Ye. of finding purchasers for the dis- 
ition: eee _ Fiuding their seizure of the 
seal Grote inoperative, the clergy are re- 
Wilt extremity of imprisonment, Mr. 

‘son, pocket-buok maker, was the first 
= Fey Rens as was publicly announced, 








494 





to the imposition of the clergy, on account of 
the state of his health. [ have been selected 
as the second victim; and, as I have not Mr. 
Wilson's reason for instant submission to what 
I conceive injustice and oppression, | have 
permitted the clergy to imprison me; and 
send you this statement from my place of con- 
finement, the jail, Calton Hill. 

In reference to St. Peter's name, our Saviour 
said, ‘‘ Upon this rock I have built my 
church.” It is now seen upon what rock the 
Edinburgh clergy rest their establishment; 
the rock on which stands the Calton jail. 

Let no man tell me that I ought to petition 
Parliament for au alteration of the law, instead 
of opposing this passive resistance to the law. 
Petitiouing has been tried, once and again; 
and what has been the result? Why, that the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, one of the repre- 
seutatives of our city, and a Mivister of the 
Crown, has attempted to sanction the hideous 
injustice of which we complain, bya new actof 
Parliament, fixing down the odious aunuity tax 
upon us more firmly than ever, with no amelio- 
ration of the injustice, except the doing away 
with the exemption of the College of Justice! 

I believe there is vo bope of redress but from 
refusal of payment until the extremity of im- 
prisonment is resorted to. In that belief 1 have 
acted, avd 
1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM TAIT. 





Second letter from the Calton Jail which 
appeared in the Observer, of Tuesday the 13. 


To the Reverend Messrs. G. H. Baird, James 
Marshall, Andrew Brown, Robert Gordon, 
John Hunter, Alerander Brunton, John 
Lee, John Inglis, R. Anderson, Daniet 
Wiikie, David Ritchie, A. Grant, James 
Martin, Henry Grey, William Muir, Tho- 
mas Macknight, and John Bruce, clergymen 
of the Established Church in Edinburgh. 


Rev. GenTLeMeN,—Since you have thought 
fit to lay me io jail for refusing to pay an as- 
sessment for your support, I consider it due to 
myself, and to the cause of truth, that I should 
publicly vindicate my owa conduct, I) is 
possible that some good men, under the iuflu- 
ence of prejudice aud partial views, may con- 
sider that | have acted uvjustifiably, and con- 
trary to the dictates of religion. I’wish to 
stand well with these meo; and if I do not 
convince them, I hope at least to mitigate the 
severity of their censures, aud to show that, 
in this contest, I am not the only offending 
party. 

I do not pretend to discuss theology with 
you; but I know that many of the wisest and 
hest of men, have been of opinion that the 
religion of Jesus Christ can legitimately rest 
for its support only on the conviction of its 
professors; and that its great Founder has 
proscribed the use of all carnal weapous and 





on being imprisoned | 


wordly policy in the defeuce and propagation 
of the Gospel. 
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I have looked through the whole of the New 
Testament, and canuot find the shaduw of an 
authority for laying an assessment on any 
town, city, or coustry, for the support of its 
ministers. 

}read (John xviii. 36) that Jesus Christ, in 
answer to Pila’e’s inquiries, told him, ‘* My 
* kingdom is nt of this world ; if my kiagdom 
** were of this world then would my servants 
** fight.” 

I rea! that when the Apostle Paul was de- 
sirous that the Coriuthians shonld contribute 
for Christian purposes, in 2d Cor., 9th chap. 
which you may turn to at your leisure, he 
used various aud powerful arguments to induce 
them to contribute liberally ; and iu the be- 
ginniug of the next chap’er he says, * Now! 
** Paul, myself, beseech you by the meekness 
** aud zeotleness of Christ: the weapous of 
** our warfare are vot carval, but mighty 
** through God.” But it is needless to multi- 
ply quotations. I only ask you if you can 
conscientivusly believe that it is the same re- 
ligion that breathes in these passages, and 
which instigated you tu send your sheriff off- 
¢ers to drag me two jail, without permitting me 
to gétto my own shop tu make the necessary 
arrangements. 

The true Christian religion is founded on 
the Apostles and Prophets ; Jesus Christ, him- 
self, heing the chief corner stone; but what 
have you proved the religion of the esta- 
blishment to be founded on?) The bars, and 
bolts, end stigma of a jail. Take away the 
powerful support of the jailers, and where is 
the Kirk of Scotland ? 

Alas for Christianity, reverend sirs, if it had 
only the shiuiog light of your couduct to ma- 
bifest it. 

I do not deny that you havea legal enact- 
ment for what you are now perpetrating 
against the religion you profess ; but | main- 
tain that the law is vot only essentially unjust; 
but surreptitiously obtained. It is essentially 
unjust, inasmuch as it compels men who do 
nut approve of the priuciples of a sect, to con- 
tribute to its support—it was sutreptitiously 
obtained, as it was passed through Parliament 
without giving the parties interested the legal 
intimation ; aud the enactment was procured 
by the magistracy really for other purposes, 

ut lam told, that however the law was ob 
tained, it is law, aud must he obeyed. I ac- 
knowledge that the laws, while iu force ought 
to be obeyed; but I likewise maintain that 
bad laws ought to be repealed. Now, my ob- 
jectia refusing payment of the assessment for 
your stipends, is, to show to the country and 
to yourselves, the utter abomination of this 
law, and the necessity fur some alteration - 
and, ia short, that no compulsory assessment, 
for the support of the Gospel, can be resorted 
wo, without depending on the aid of the jailer. 
I have’ been more induced to take this 
step, from perceiving that your reverend hodv 
Fh pee Parliament against any altera- 
this avouity tax. You cling to the 

filthy lucre, with whatever injustice and beart- 
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burnings it may be attended. I see that no. 
thing but decided’ steps ou the part of the 
payers will. precure an equitable adjustinent 
on the part of the payees; aod in the hope 
that I may be in some small measure instru. 
mental io bringing about a consummatioa so 
devoutly to be wished, [have submitted to n 
small inconvenience and odium. 

Those who resist payment uf this Unjust, 
unchristian, and obnoxious tax have been, 
branded as doing injury to religion: but | 
hope the public wili perceive that there are 
two parties in this game, and that if you, ges. 
tlemen, had been as anx‘ous to promote the 
cause of Christianity, as to increase the income 
of your ewn order, you would have imitated 
the conduct of the Apostles, and of the minss- 
ters of several denuminations of Christians, 
Had you said, by law we are eutitled to the 
6 per cent. annuity, but rather than injure the 
cause of the religion we profess, and be 
charged with oppression and violence, we 
shall submit to be defrauded of part of our 
rights, in all probability the deficiency would 
have been more than made up by your cot 
gregations ; but even if the oppusition hid 
diminished your incomes by 100/. or so, would 
you sell your master for 100 pieces of gold. 

By your violent and harsh assertion of yoor 
rights, you have vot perhaps injured Chris 
tianity, but you have shaken the Kirk. [tis 
not likely that the country will long submit to 
the burden of « jail-supported church. The 
inhabitants of Edinburgh have already ' 
solved that this annuity tax shall be abolist- 
ed; andif J cau be, in any humble degree, 
assistantio relieving them from its oppress 
I shall consider myself fully rew ardd for all 
[ have suffered at your hands—I am, rev.s!® 
ith profound respect, your humble aud sub- 


missive prisoner 
/ ; WILLIAM TAIT. 
Calton Jail, 12 August, 1833. 





MR. TAIT’S LIBERATION. 


He stept iuto ati open carriage, dravo by 
four horses, which stood on the — 
and beside him sat Mr. Howden, Mr. 
Millar, Mr. Robert Chambers, and Mr 
Deuchar. At this moment, one of the gent ™ 
men in the carriage, waving his hat, proP* 
three cheers for the King, and three cheers 7 
Mr. Tait,—both of which propositions : 
most enthusiastically carried into effect. a 
procession was then about to move or the 
much against the will of Mr. Tait ° 
committee, the crowd took'the horses seenh 
carriage, aud with ropes drew it alour 
route of procession, which was along a 
loo place, and Princes-street, to Walker 
—as the procession marched along, ' eet 
—s by several ottier trades, who had ewe 
ate in getting ready, dnd seldom ha" ss 
ere such a dense mass el Jo 

rinces-street presented oa this occasto™ 
the procession alone, there werene fewer = 
8,000 individuals : and we are sure 
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ctators were more than thrice as numerous. 
r. Tait was Irequently cheered as he passed 
Jong,—and never, but on the «ccasion of the 
eform Bill, was a more unanimous feeliug 
itnessed than on that which ,brought the 
ople toget her yesterday afternoon. 
The procession reached Walker-street, and 
r. Tait soon appeared ow the: balcony of his 
ouse, and addressed his ‘* Friends and Fellow 
itizens,” in a speech happily adapted to the 
dience and the occasion, which was received 
ith really ¢remendous applause. It was as 
plluws :— 
My Friends and fellow-Citizens,—I thank 
u most cordially for this demonstration of 
ur approval of my conduct, in reference to 
he anuvuity tax. Had the tax been a just 
ne, veither would I have refused payment, nor 
ould you have countenanced resistance to it. 
But the annuity is a flagrantly unjust assess 
ment. lc is needless for me to point out the 
particular objectious to this odious tax. You 
now them well: you feel them. (Cheers). 
You are here to express the intensity of your 
celings of disgust and indignation at the con- 
tuct of the Edinburgh clergy in persisting in 
his exaction, in refusing every compromise 
with the inhabitants, in seizing the inha- 
itants’ goods, and imprisoning their persons. 
My friends, | am one. of those who think any 
ompulsory assessment for the maintenance of 
the clergy improper, however equally levied 
or judiciously applied. (Loud cheers). There 
is no warrant in Scripture for such assess- 
meuts. No compulsory . provision for the 
clergy is authorised by the practice of the 
apostles, or the early Christiaus. The brethren 
were liberal in their offerings; but their con- 
tributions were all voluntary. Oo what does 
& compulsory assessment for the clergy rest ? 
On the jail. (Loud cheering). It leads the 
ministers of the gospel of peace intu inevitable 
hostility with their flocks. Either directly, 
with their own hands, or indirectly, by the 
hands of magistrates, lawyers, and messen- 
kers-at-arms, must the clergy, if they are to 
be supported by a compulsory assessment, 
seize the goods of their atoaets and sell 
them, seize the persons of their parishioners, 
and thrust them into a jail. A compulsory 
stephen | means, a provision supported 
by distraint and imprisonment. Are distrain- 
wg aad oS fit employments for spi- 
ritual teachers? No; assuredly not. Con- 
Celve, my friends, a meek man of God seizing 
the goods of a parishioner who happens to be 
of another sect, and carrying them off tu the 
Cross, to be rouped for his st pend! Or con- 
ceive him seizing a seceder, or a Baptist, or a 
Catholic, by the collar, and dragging him to 
Kae sur eit tn ee Be 
e the Rev. Dr. 
omnton loading his back with a poor widow's 
all-rotten chest of drawers, tucking her sheal- 
siruel’ under his right arm, and her 
Loder his left, with the porridge-pot upon 
ands ~ bim:thus accoutred, wending 


them down to the highest bidder, pocketing 
the miserable sum which they bring for his 
stipend and expeuses of seizure and sale. 
(Immense cheering and laughter). Conceive 
the Rev. Dr. Inglis, or Dr. anine: as he is 
now called, going a step beyond his uickname, 
flourishing not a horning (the fees of which 
‘* gg abl} to my sun,” as arecent ballad says), 
but-@ caprain, in his left hand, while his 
terrible right seizes some obdurate recusant, 
like myself, by the collar, and the process of 
dragging to jail follows the process raised by 
the Rev. Dr. Horning’s son, Conceive that 
gentle and Rev. Doctor, who preaches To- 
ryism occasiovally .to “ Why rage the 
Heathen ?’’ and other texts, should mildly 
take out of his waistcoat pocket nota snuff- 
box, but a messenzer'sthree-inch ebony baton, 
tipt with silver like his own voice, saying, 
with a half-bow and a loving paternal air, I 
request you to consider yourself my prisoner. 
(Loud .cheers). And are not all these con- 
ceptions of things monstrous, odious, and 
abomivable? (lremendvus cheers), But is 
there any real difference between the clergy 
doing these things themselves, and employin 

otheraod rader hands todo them? (No, ne). i 
know that the Edinburgh clergy give out that 
not they, but the magistrates poind and im- 
prison for annuity. The magistrates might 
as well say that not they, but Peter Hill; and 
Peter might as well say, that net he, but my 
captor, Mr. Thomson, the messenger, thrust 
me into the Calton Jail, without allowing me 
to go two divisions of Priuce’s-street, to see 
my morning letters. My frieuds, this is an 
old trick of established clergy. Spain, as you 
kvow, has its established clergy, too; who 
have a sort of annuity, as well as our Edin- 
burgh clergy, though it goes by another name, 
In times not long gone past, the Spanish 
clergy had recourse to something more than 
imprisoning those beretics whose doctrines 
endangered their dear aunuity. They burned 
them. Yet, like our clergy here, they con- 
stantly said, ** Gentlemen, it is vot we that 
bura you.~ Ear be it from our spiritual office 
to dosuch a thing. We only hand you ever to 
the civil power ; aud this we do with a recom- 
mendativu to have. mrcy on you! (Great 
laughter and approbation). Whether this led 
the poor martyrs of the Inquisition, while the 
fire was kindling round the stake, to acquit 
the holy. brotherhvod of the burning of their 
bodies, I know not. - But I know that the 
excuse of the Edinburgh clergy, that they 
merely hand me and other martyrs of the an- 
nuity-tax over to our civil power,—to our rot- 
ten corporation, to Peter Hill, or to the tender 
mercies of messengers-at-arms and jailers, 
will not pass with me. I look only to the prime 
actors. I thank Messrs. Baird, Brown, and 
Lee, &c. for, my imprisonment. How differ- 
ent all this form from the of the meek 
fouoder of Christianity! How different from 
the. noble. conduct of the Apostle Paul! 
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‘* These hands,” said ith the» . 
able. pride of indepeslipaces” © Thane ands 
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«‘ have mivistered to my necessities, that I! 
“‘ might not be chargeable to any of you.” 
(Applause). 

Bat if an assessment differing widely from 
the annuity tax, an assessment fairly levied, 
and fairly applied to the maintenance of the 
clergy, be thus objectionable, aow much more 
a tax which bas all the absurdities and,injus- 
tice of the annuity to condemn it, in addition 
to the fact of its being compulsory. My friends, 
the days of the years of the annuity tax are 
expired, It may live in your remembrance as 
an old oppression ; ‘the clergy may recollect it 
with a sigh, as a sweet morsel which they used 
to roll under their tongue. But aunnity shall 
be exacted no more. You, my friends, have 
said it, and who dare gaimsay it? (Ap- 
plause). After this grand, this majestic 
demonstration of your determination that 
this crying injustice shall cease, rash will 
be that clergyman who shall authorise its ex- 
action,—rash will be that magistrate, that 
lawyer, and that messenger, or sheriff's 
officer, who shall dare to lay his odious hands 
on the goods or persons of the people of Edin- 
burgh. But, does any one ask are the clergy 
of Edinburgh to starve? Starving is not the 
alternative. There is not, there never was, 
the least chance of their starviog. The proper 
fund for their payment is the seat rents, as at 
Glasgow. (Cheers). But if the magistrates 
refuse them the seat-reuts, cannot they prose- 
cute the magistrates as well as the citizens, 
and enforce their rights. Or, cannot they 


apply to Parliament; or. cavnot they appeal 


to the geverusity or justice of their congrega- 
tious. Have they so small an opinion of their 
own value to their congregations as to think 
they would be lef: to starve, and be considered 
a good riddance ? Or could they not work with 
their hands, or borrow, or beg—anything but 
disgrace themselves by resortiug to distraiot 
and the jail. Why, gentlemen, rather than 
they should starve, we, who are here gathered 
together to show our abborrence of their pro- 
ceedings, would minister to their necessities, 
until they could find congregations willing to 
supportthem. Do they confess that they, of 
all the different denominations of Christians, 
would aluve be left to perish ? 

Ouce more, L express my confident belief, 
that we have seen the last efforts of the dying 
annuity tax. It only remains for me again 
to thauk you for the honour you have done 
me by accompanying me tomy home. I as- 
sure you my captivity has sat very lightly u 
me. The thought that my pt A oy bons 
approved of by you, my fellow-citizens and 
friends, has more than recompensed my slight 
sufferings. I have dove the cause of religious 
liberty some service, and I glory in it. (Great 
cheering). ! 

now let me entreat as 
the success of that quik shies ye tre 
from every appearance of disorder 


. or even of 
irritation against the clergy. Poor fellows! 
the worst 


this controversy. 
beaten them, and can afford ic 


Epinsvrcu Caurcu Tax. 
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laugh and be good-natured. For you | have 
no fear. I expect from you, not only that 
you will keep the peace yourselves, but that 
you will not allow others to break it, Cop. 
s:der what a matter of rejoicing it would be to 
our enemies that we should, by any act of vio. 
lence, however trifling, disgrace our cause, 
Oue word more; guod-night to the Annuity 
Tax. (Great approbation and cheering, which 
lasted some minutes). 

Mr. Howpben, as the chairman of the inha. 
bitants’ committee, then stepped forward, to 
warn the assembly against giving “ occasion 
to theenemy.” It was not needed. Nothing 
could exceed the propriety with which the 
people behaved in every circumstance. The 
procession returned by Prioces-strceet to the 
Mound, where the differeut societies were ad- 
dressed by Messrs, Law, Sargeant, Gunn, aud 
Taylor, aud various resolutions were adopted, 
which we shall afterwards have occasion to 
notice fully. 

For the sake of persons at a distance, we 
shall in one senteuce explain the iniquitous 
lucal impost of which Mr. Tait speaks; aud 
which has no more concern with religion, ot 
with the church establishment of Scotland, 
than with that of Mabomet. It is, apart from 
the fraudulent manner in which it was im- 
posed, perfectly unique in its nature : confined 
to Edinburgh, and to a part of Edinburgh: 
and again to certain of the inhabitants of that 
limited part, to the entire exemption of those 
best able to pay,—the whole body of the persons 
connected with the law and the courts, from 
the Lord.President to the humblest clerk. The 
amount of the tax is 6 per cent. om rent; but, 
iv certain circumstances, it may amount to 18 
and to 24 per cent., or more. A silversmith, 
a jeweller, a candlemaker, a tinman, or gene- 
ral dealer of avy kind, is liable to pay, and 
often does pay 18 per cent. on his rent; 6 for 
his dwelling-bouse ; 6 per cent. for the place 
in which he fabricates his wares; and 6 0 
the shop where he sells them. It is grievous 
enough, were the whole, in addition all 
other heavy burdens local and general, only . 
percent. But what follows becomes irntt- 
ing and unendurable. Step across a gutter, 
turn a corner, and the tax is not leviable ; 4 
if the whole neighbourhvod be connected with 
the law courts, then the unfcrtuvate shop 
keeper sees himself the solitary victim of the 
clergy. Is it surprising that people should - 
years bave rebelled against this excessive #° 
unequal impost ? im by a trick at firs 
aud levied directly in the face of the univers 
custom of the Kirk of Scotland, in every 
parish and town in Scotland ? 

For several years hundreds of the most 
spectable people in business in Edinburzh 
have refused to pay the annuity. At first by #4 


cit agreement, and then by organized 
resistance, the clergy found it im 
find purchasers for goods for 
stipead 


s. The ministers have 
selves to be exasperated to the 





mity of last week, Mr, Tait’s 
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ow all compromise has been rejected, aud 
»m what source ample funds may be found, 
d are actually raised, for the support of the 
Sestantbe to this tax is not a party 
ing in Edinburgh. It has been re- 
ed by all parties, Whigs, Tories, and 
icalss Why Mr. Tait, bred iu the 
urch, and attending its mimistry, though 
pwilling to submit to its oppression in 
is two, was selected as the first victim, it 
re vain to guess. He was not even a mem- 
of the inhabitants’ committee, and bad 
ken noactive part ia their opposition. He 
smuch less in arrears than many of the 
embers of his own profession, the booksellers 
ing nearly all resisters. ‘The tax has been 
fused by Mr. Adam Black (who accompa- 
d the first process on to jail), by Messrs. 
hambers, Mr. T. Ireland, Mr. Richard Mil- 
, Mr. Howden, Even Mr. Blackwood has 
putended forjthe equalization of the impust 
moug all classes, thus to reduce it to all. Why 
r. Tait, who was really, among the booksel- 
s, behind in oppusition, should have been 
bosen, is still a mystery. And ever will it be 
shame, that while the Solicitor-General for 
nglaud is about bringing iv a bill to do away 
ith imprisonment for debt, the reverend suc- 
ssors of those «ho delivered Scotland from 
e tyranny of Cardinal Beatoun and Arch- 
ishop Sharp, should just begin to drag Pres- 
yterians to jail for ahateful tas, The minis- 
rs avd their advisers, probably, believed that 
would not go to jail. Fortunately, they 
istook their man. In giving him the highest 
iumph a citizen can enjoy, they have, as he 
ys, bidden good night to the annuity tax. 





MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


HE MARQUIS OF CHANDOS IN THE 
CHAIR, 


he Rev, Roserr Wariaur called in, 
and examined. 


(Concluded from p. 314, No. 5.) 


Do you think it would be possible to 
iforce it?. . No, [do not think it would, 
xcept there were a police-officer sta- 
oned in the house all day 

you think any police-officer could 
revent another person in another name 
aving a house opposite, and there in- 
iting people to come in and drink, and 
en keeping a skittle ground in his 

n garden ?. . Certainly not; they may 
te. thing if they are not public- 

You said that you t it would 

vent these evils, if the were 
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rated. 152. per annum; do you know 
any respectable public-houses that are 
rated at less than 15/. per annum?,.I 
do not know any respectable public 
houses; the one in my own parish is 
rated at 30/. 

Do you know how many houses in 
your parish are rated at 15/.a year?.. 
There are four. 

Do those four houses belong to per- 
sous that would be likely to open their 
houses for the sale of beer?.. No, I do 
not think they would. ; 

Then you would exclude from your 
parish entirely any other beer-shop?.. 
It does not follow that a man of capital 
might not build a house that would be 
worth 152. a year. 

Do you not think that if the people 
that keep beer-shops were compelled to 
brew their own beer in their own 
houses, that that would insure a more 
respectable class holding those beer- 
shops?..[t certainly would, because 
they must have a larger house to do 
it in. 

Are the excise officers, to the best of 
your knowledge, in the habit of visiting 
those beer-houses ?. . Never. 

Have any informations been laid be- 
fore your beneh by excise officers, 
touching the illegal selling of spirits in 
the beer-houses ?. . About two years ago 
there were two instances where infor- 
mations were laid for persons selling 
spirits, where they only tcok out a 
license for beer. 

With reference to what scale is it 
that you fix upon 15/. a year as the pro- 
per amount of qualification for setting 
up a beer-house >., Fifteen pounds a 
year in the country would produce such 
a house that no person but of respecta- 
ble character would live in. In the first 
place, on account of the rent he would 
have to pay for it, and he must have 
some little property to furnish it. 

Are you not aware that in the coun- 
try villages, there is a great difference 
between the north and south of Eng- 
land?..I cannot say; in many places I 
believe almost give houses away. 

mene inhabited houses are there 
in your villages ?.. I should think about 


36 or 37. 
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How many of those pay 15/. a year 
to the poor-rate?.. About five or six. 

What proportion of the persons that 
now keep beer-shops would be excluded 
by limiting it to 152 ?.. I think it would 
exclude a very great proportion of 
them. r*; 

Would it not exclude nine-tenths at 
least ?.. Eight-tenths I should think. 

What is the real value of the greater 
part of the public-houses in the country 
districts ?.. It is not the value of the 
house, but the value of selling the beer 
and the spirits that raises them. 

Your proposition is, that no man 
shall take out a license to sell beer by 
retail unless be shall be in the oceupa- 
tion ofa house of the value of 15/.a 
year ; supposing that the rule were ap- 
plied to the public-houses throughout 
England, how many of the present pub- 
lic-houses do you think would be dis- 
franchised ?.. Not one ; speaking of the 
public-houses as distinguished from the 
beer-houses. 

How would you propose to deal with 
the existing beer-houses which are 
rated at a less sum than 15/. a year ?.. 
I would take my pen and scratch them 
out. ' 

Are you not aware that there are 
many houses under 15/. a. year, upon 
which the occupiers have expended 
some capital in fitting them up as beer- 
shops ?..No; I do not think there is a 
single house that 202, has been expended 
upon. 

Is not 201. a considerable sum for 
the occupier of a house worth 40s. 
a year?.. Where that suin has been ex- 
pended, I take it that that has generally 
been expentled by the brewer; I look 


. to the character of the people that 


keep them, and I look to the means 
that they have; that they must either 
have borrowed the money, or the money 
must have come from the brewer. 

Will it not in many cases lead to their 
total ruin, in a pecuniary sense, to de- 
stroy those beer-shops ?,. No, I do not 
think it would. 

Do you think that the people have in 
many cases a larger capital than 20/. ? 
«+1 do not think they have any thing; 
there may occasionally be a man whose 


house is his own, but the greatest par 


| of them have not expended 20/,, or 1o/, 


or 5/. 

You have stated that there are some 
cases in which they have expended 207, 
upon their premises, and that there are 
very few cases in which they possess a 
capital of 20/., does it not follow that 
the less capital they possess, the more 
likely the foss of that 20/. is to ruin 
them ?.. Not at all. 

Supposing the remedy you propose 
was adopted, of granting a license to no 
person to keep a beer-house unless he 
was in the occupation of a house rated 
at 15d. a year, would there he any ob- 
jection to placing the licensed inns and 
alehouses upon the same footing with 
the beer-shops?..No, I do not think 
there would, except that the magistrates 
have already power enough. 

Would not there be this advantage 
resulting from that regulation, that the 
public-houses would be more likely to 
be kept by a respectable body of per 
-ous, and that the supply of the public 
houses would be more likely to be regu 
lated by the demand that the publi 
wants would create ?.. Yes; they would 
be better supplied, arid better ordet 
would be observed. 

Would not this other advantage arise, 
that the intervention of a justice of the 
peace would be rendered altogether ue 
necessary in the selection and licensing 
of the ale-houses ?. . 1 think the juste 
of the peace would be hardly ev 
called in. 

You are aivare that the fines go 
the county rates, what would be a 
effect if these fines went to the parish 
rates; would that have the effect ° 
making the parish officers look ve 
lantly after the beer-houses ?. .No, 1 
not think it would. ; " 

If they were given to the er 
would it have that effect ?...No, +" 
bonus for swearing. 

You are aware that a settlement © 
gained by a person having? house of 105 
a year, what do youthi 
effect of making 
necessary for a bee 
of 151.?..1 think t 





viate most of the objectic 
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t present there is only one surety 
20/., or two sureties of ,10/., each, 
sat would be the effect of having two 
eties in 22. each, and combining 
t with requiring that the house 
puld be rated at 10/a year ?.. Having 
ed as a magistrate for 30 years, | 
not think I ever saw a surety called 
DN. 

o you think a certificate. of cha- 
ter is of any value?.. Yes, I think 
s. 
o you think that a certificate of 
aracter signed by a certain number otf 

rated inhabitants of the parish, or 
> circumjacent parishes, would be of 
vantage ?.. No, L should be sorry to 

jt, because, when certificates of 
at description were brought forward, 
re has been a great deal of can- 
sing. 
Have you also heard of fees given to 
rish officers for the purposes of ob- 
ning their certificate ?,.1 cannot say 
at. 
Is it your opinion, that if a better 
lice were established, those beer- 
uses might exist?..I1 do not think 
u can establish any good system of 
lice that the parishes could pay. 
If an effective system of police were 
ablished, could not such a police keep 
se houses in order ?.. Certainly, if 
¢ law, as it at present exists, were 
rried into effect in all its bearings, it 
uld do a great deal to remedy the 
il, but there is nobody to put it into 


rce; I think, if it were put into force, 


re would be a great many broken 

ads, and a great deal of ill-will. 

In the convictions you have made of 
'r sellers, what proportion of the 
alty have you awarded to informers? 

Nothing at alle 


From the LONDON GAZE TTE, 
Fripay, Aucust 16, 1833. | 
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Jol-sireet-roadyearpenter, 
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RBANKRUPTS, 


BARNARD, J., Bristol, dealer in horses. 
DUDDERIDGE, J., Whitechapel, woollen- 
faper. 
gy bewnrty W., Stamford, Lincolnshire, inn- 
eeper. 
RAWLINSON, E., St. Helen’s, Lancashire, 
alum-monufacturer. 
TAYLOR, H., Bristol, ship-broker. 
WHITMARSH, M., Wantage, Berkshire, 
corn-dealer. 
WOOD, L., Tabernacle-walk, and Eltham, 
Kent, cowkeeper. 


Tuespay, Avcus? 20, 1633. 
INSOLVENT. 
LUCAS, J., City-road, timber-merchant. 


BANKRUPTS, 


DELCROIX, Z., New Bond-street, milliner. 

DENNIS, T. George - road, Bermondsey, 
grocer. 

EYLES, H.R., Canterbury, hatter. 

HICKSON, A., Horucastle, Lincolnshire, 
gracer, 

LLOYD, W., Union - street, Southwark, 
grvcer, 

PACKER, W., sen., Wovlaston, Gloucester- 
shire, tanuer. 

awe W., jun., Kingswood, Wiltshire, 

yer. 
PITT, T. B., Brighton, surgeon. 
ROWE, J., juo., Devonport, tailor. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION, 
ALLAN, W., Paisley, grocer. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuance, Aug. 19.— 
The supplies of Wheat from Essex, Keut, and 
Suffolk, have heen moderate. Several sam- 
ples were of this year’s growth, and though 
some proved fine, yet the generality were ouly 
of middling quality, and net unaccompanied 
with smut. The selected parcels realized 
rather more money than on Munday, say ia 
some instances ls. per qr., and the secondary 
descriptions, with a fair demand, were 4irm 
at the previous currency. Very fine parcels 
were worth 64s., though the runs would not 
have obtained mvure than 57s. to 59s. Ina 
bonded Wheat nothing doing. 

Barley was in limited supply, and prices of 


| Monday last fully supported, 


Malt doll and unaltered in price. | 
| Oats were in good supply. ‘The trade ruled 





Mba FA moderate retail demand, on 


FIELD, W., Hosier-lane, Smithfield, and} Old Beans contione scarce, and 
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Flour experienced a moderate demand at 
former prices. 


Wheat .. cccccccccccec-cee 588, to 64s. 
EN sc cece 00 Chiseanne couse. ts GEM 
Barley.....eccccccce-coe. 24s. to 26s. 
Ane. ccovcccccccces 266, to BOs. 
Peas, White....ccceccceee SIS. to 34s. 
Builers.... cecesece 38% to 42s. 
Grey.... ee ee eeeeee 30s. tu 33s. 
Beaus, Small....c..eseee8 “Ss tO —S. 
——— Tick... ...cceceeeee 308, to 33s. 
Oats, Potato......ceceveee 225. to 243, 
Feed ..cccccrccccsecce 168. to 20s. 
Flour, per sack ....0..22+. 508. to 52s. 














PROVISIONS. 


Pork, India, new....—s. to 110s. 

Mess, new ... 605. to 62s. 6d. per bar] 
Butter, belfast ....—s. to —s. per cwt. 
Carlow ..... —s, to —s. 
Cork .. ...- 743. to 75s, 
—— Limerick ..75s. to 76s, 
—— Waterford..74s. to 76s. 
——= Dublin ....—s. to —s. 














SMITHFIELD, August 19. 


This day’s supply of Beasts, Sheep, and 
Lambs was great: the supply of Calves good, 
and that of Porkers limited. Trade was, with 
each kind of meat, very dull, at barely 
Friday's quotations. 

A full moiety of the Beasts were short-horns, 
chiefly from Lincolnshire aud Leicestershire ; 
full three-eighths about equal numbers of 


Devons, Welch runts, Herefords and Irish | 


Beasts, chiefly from the above-mentioned and 
others of our northern and midland, with a 
few from our western districts; and the re- 
mainder Scots, intermixed with a few Norfolk 
home-breds, chiefly from Norfolk, Suffolk, 
and Cambridgeshire; about 100 \lown’s-end 
Cows, a few Suffolk Beasts, Staffurds, &e., 
chiefly from the London marshes, Surrey, 
and Kent. 

At least four-sixths of the Sheep were new 
Leicesters, of the South Down and white-faced 
crosses, in the proportion of about two of the 
former to five of the latter: about a sixth 
South Downs ; and the remaining sixth about 

ual numbers of old Leicesters, polled Nor- 
folks, Kents and Kentish half-breds, with a 
few old Lincolus, horned Norfolks and Dor- 
sets, horned and polled Scotch and Welsh 
Sheep, &c. 

The Lambs appeared to consist of about 
equal numbers of South Downs and new 
yang ne latter chiefly of the Downish 
cross, with a few s of Dorsets, Kenti 
4 fine Beas a 

s nor ts, though great- 
ly improved in quality since the seameeee. 
ment of the month, were, generally speaking, 
bear so ripe as at the corresponding period 
the generality of years. 
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MARK-LANE.—Friday, August 33. 


The arrivals this week are small. The 
prices as high as on Monday. 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
New Edition, 


COBBETT’S Spelling-Book 
(Price 2s.) 
Containing, besides all the usual matter of 
such a book, a clear and concise 
INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR 
This I have written by way of 


A Stepping=Stone to my om 
rammar; 

such a thing having been frequently sug- 

gested to me by Teachers as necessary. 


1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—Of this 
work sixty thousand copies have now beea 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, and 
the price is 3s. bound in beards. 


2. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, y 
Mr. James Paut Cospetr.—Being « Plait 
and Compendious Introduction to the § 
of Italiau. Price 6s. 


3. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prine 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation. With a0 la 
troduction, by Wm. Cossetr. 8vo. Price 1os, 


4. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE. 
Just now Published, under this Title, » littl 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, address 
English Tax-payers. A new edition, wit 6 
Postscript, containing an account of the 
ef Houses and Land, recently obtained ors 
America by Mr. Cuobbett. Price 2s. 6d. 8 


6. THE WOODLANDS; or, ~~ 
tise on the preparing of the ground !0F 
ing; on the pesitines on the cultivating 
the pruning, and on the cutting dow 
rest Trees and Underwoods, Price 14%. 
in boards. 


7. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in goa P™ 










and on fine paper, is 5s. ian _— 
a. a 
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published, price 6, @ new edition of the 


SNGLISH GARDENER, 
oR, a: ; 
A TREATISE 


Situation, Svil, Evclesing and Laying- 
of Kitchen Gardens; on the Making 
Managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
ses; aud on the Propagation and Cul- 
tion of all sorts of Kitchen-Garden 
ts, and of Frnit-Trees whether of the 
Jen or the Orchard. 


.AND ALSO, 
he Formation of Shrubberies and Flower- 
rdens ; end on the Propagation and Cul- 
tion of the several sorts of Shrubs and 
wers; 
CONCLUDING WITH 


A KALENDAR, 


g instructions relative to the Sowings, 

tings, Prunngs, and other labours, to 
performed iv tue Gardens, in each Month 
the Year. 


By WILLIAM COBBETT. 


Just published, price 12s. 


EOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
F ENGLAND AND WALES}; 


CONTAINING 


hames, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 
uuties, with their several Subdivisions, 
o Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 
es, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac- 
ut of the Distribution of the Counties 
» Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
risions. 
ALSO, 


names (under that of each County re- 
tively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
p Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
es, Hamlets, and Tithings, with the 
stance of each from: London, or from the 
arest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
Hon, and other interesting particulars 
ung to each; besides which there are 


i MAPS; 
sone of the whole country, showing the 
I situation of the Counties relatively to 
hotber; and, then, each is also 


Just published, price 10s. 6d. 
A NEW 


FRENCH AND ENGLISEA 
DICTIONARY. 


Part I. French and English— 
By WiLtiAM 


In two parts. 
Part Ii, English and French, 
Copperr, M.P, for Oldham, 


JOURNAL 


or 


A TOUR IN ITALY, 


AND ALSO IN PART OF 
FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND; 


The route being 
From Paris, through Lyous, to Marseilles, 
and, thence, to Nice, Genoa, Pisa, Florence, 
Rome, Naples, and Mount Vesuvius ; 


AND 


By Rome, Terni, Perugia, Arezzo, Florence 
Bologna, Ferrara, Padua, Venice, Verona 
Milan, over the Alps by Mount St. Ber- 
nard, Geneva, and the Jura, back into 
France ; 

The space of time being, 
From October 1828, to September 1829. 


CONTAINING 


A description of the country, of the principal 
cities and their most striking curiosities ; 
of the climate, soil, agriculture, horticul- 
ture; and products; of the prices of provi- 
sions and labour; and of the dresses and’ 
conditions of the people ; 


AND ALSO 


An account of the laws and customs, civil 
asd religious, and of the morals and de- 
meauour of the inbabitants, in the several 
States. 

By JAMES P. COBBETT. 


THE CURSES 
: oF 
PAPER AND BANKING, 
Or, a short History of Banking in the United 


; 





ceded by a Map, showing, i 

ner, = situation of thea Cities, 

proughs, and Market Towns, 
FOUR TABLES 


;- 


ed; first, a Stati 
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WEEKLY TRUE SUN ENLARGED. “, 


N SUNDAY, the Ist of September, the 

Weekly True Sun will be ENLARGED 

to nearly the size of the Atlas —the largest of 
all the Sunday Papers. 

The Week/y True Sun will, in its new form, 
be much larger than the Dispatch, The price 
will continue to be SEVENPENCE. 

The Proprietors of the Weekly True Sun 
have completed arrangements for addiog 

atly to the power and attractiveness of that 
aper. Circumstances have hitherto pre- 
vented them from bestowing ou the Weekly 
True Sun the full amount of labour which such 
an undertaking requires. Yet, notwithstaud- 
ing the disadvantages of their position, the 
extent of the circulation of the Weekly True 
Sun has been uuprecedented io the history of 
the Press. The Proprietors pledge themselves 
te render it henceforward the best of all the 
Sunday Newspapers. 

fv addition to very comprehensive Sum- 
marics of passing events, the Week/y True Sun 
will, from the Ist of September, cuntaiu a 
much larger quantity of Political Commentary 
than heretufore—besides ample Criticisms— 
Thestrical, Musical, and Literary. For the 
Political Tone and Principles of the Paper, the 
character of the Zrwe Sun may perhaps be 
considered a sufficient voucher ; for the rest, 
the lovers of Books, Theatres, and the Fie 
Arts, may derive assurance of the high pre- 
tensious of the Paper, when the Proprietors 
State, that the Criticisms on these subjects 
will comprise communications bearing the 
signature of Leron Horr. 

Office, 366, Siraud, London. 


THE MORNING TRUE SUN AND IM- 
PARTIAL REPORTER, 


DAILY NEWSPAPER, 


Containing Twenty-eight Columns (the 7imes 
and Herald coutain ouly Twenty-four), will 
be published on or before the Ist of January, 
Pearce ee peeves ey, 

Orders fur the Alorning True Sun, Evenin 
True Suan, and the Weekly True Sun, saadteas 
by all Post-Masters, Booksellers, aud News- 
Agents throughout the Kingdom. 





LAIR'S GOUT AND RHEUMATIC| 
PILLS.—This preparation is one of 
the benefits which the science of modern Che- 


= ie Baga conferred eres mankind, for it 
must be within the recollection of all who now 
have arrived at a twenty years 
oxo to speak of a Cure for the F 
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out was con- 
red as @ romance, at that time it being 
incurable; but now the efficacy and 

of this Medicine is so fully demonstrated . 

+ that doubt no louger exists, a public opinion, 
founded upon experience, proclaims this as 
one of the most Farias Meraroricn that has 
the present age, “ nt 
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“lt is mot only in that species of affliction 























































called ‘* Gout,’"that this Medicine is ¢ 
divus, but-alsagn that most uearly allied to it, 
viz., Rheumatic Gout, they are equally infl. 
lible ; and forsaW cases of Rheumatj.n, Rhen. 
matic Headaches, Lumbago,, Pains in the 
Head and Face, &c., they are of tuequailed 
efficacy. 

There is a most important property peculiar 
to this Medicine, that it preven's the Goutgr 
Rheumatism flyiog to the Brain, Stomach, o 
any other vital part, aod at the same time ig 
action is so gentle (the composition 
purely vegetable) that it may be taken by the 
most delicate Females or even by a Child, 

Numerous references to persons of 
doubted respectability, and stateaents 
Cures performed by this Medicine in all the 
various kiads of Gout or Rheumatism, may 
seen and had at 229, Strand. 

M-. William Hale, of Dulwich, Surrey, has 
been recently cured of Rheumatism of very 
long standing, after having tried the bet 
Medical skill he ¢ould procure, as well 
taking a wumber of preparations reeo 
mended to him, without getting the least re- 
lief for a single-day, was perfectly cured, and 
is now enjoying the best of health, after taking 
less than one box. 

The following is @ case of every-day ot 
currence: nineteen patients out of twenty are 
cured as is bere related. 

‘“* To Mr. Prout, No, 229, Strand, London, 

‘€ Sir,—1 have long been $ ubject to the Gout, 
and had, about seven months ago, 4 severe 
attack for a period of five weeks. My feet, 
hands, and knees, were swollen so much tat 
I was frequently confined to my bed, when | 
fortunately heard of »your Blair's Pills, and, 
hy taking three doses only, I was able to pa 
on my clothes without assistance ; 2%, by 
continuing them for a few days, 2!! pat 
swelling subsided. Ov Thursday last, the 
instant, [ was again attacked, and obliged 
cut the shoe from my. right foot, but resorting 
to Blair’s Pill, as before, | experienced 1 
mediate relief, and by takiag only eight p'®, 
(four doses), have now put my regular s 
on, and am pe free from this . 
disease. You will se to make what! 
you think proper of this testimony Ts 
the effects of this valuable Medicive. 

* Lam, Sir, your obedient serva", 

“ CHARLES PRICE, Waterma, 


« Late of the Phenix Fre-ofi 
‘© No, 37, St Maitin’s-lane, aod 
j ‘ Hungerford-stairs. 
** June 4, 1 eee , 
Sold wholesale, retail, and for a ye 
by Thomas Prout, 229, Strand, London, rs 
doors from Temple-bar, and by ™°* 
cine venders in town and cpentiy so 
venders can obtain them er 


agents. , 
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